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DO STATEWIDE VIRTUAL SCHOOLS VIOLATE
WISCONSIN LAWS?

Introduction:

In Wisconsin, distance education or Statewide Virtual Schools (SVS) and Statewide
Virtual Charter Schools (SVCS) are only a few years old. The first school “opened its
doors” in September 2002. After the first several years it is appropriate to evaluate the
performance of the new education modality in Wisconsin. Information about the schools
is now available and has been included with this report for the reader’s convenience. Are
the schools complying with Wisconsin statutes? To date only two narrowly defined
court cases have been filed by Wisconsin Education Association Council (WEAC))
Neither side appealed the court cases. It is the author’s opinion after reviewing the
statutes and the publicly available materials that the schools are violating several current
Wisconsin statutes in three primary areas:

1. Statewide Virtual Charter Schools violate charter school statutes because the schools
are physically located outside the school district and the schools result in the conversion
of private sectarian schools into charter schools.

- 2. Statewide Virtual Schools targeted-recruitment methods violate the anti-discrimination

statutes because they targeted educational minorities. The Statewide Virtual Schools
violate the state constitution provision that school districts be “as nearly uniform as
practicable.”

3. Statewide Virtual Schools have applied regulétions and rules that are appropriate in
the neutral setting of a school building but are inappropriate in the students home where
learning takes place.

Background:

Three new educational trends are converging in Wisconsin to create “virtual schools.”
The first trend is “charter schools." Charter schools are created or charted by a public
school district and are exempt from many of the regulations that govern public schools.
(A1) The second trend is "Open Enrollment." Open enrollment allows public school
students to enroll in a public school outside the student's resident district. (A5,B1) The
third trend is that more students are completing their formal studies at home using a
computer-based program or taught by their parents. These educational trends are
redefining, changing and expanding how terms like enroll, attend, instruct, teacher,
school, school district, and public school are viewed and applied.

These three trends have converged to give rise to Statewide Virtual Schools (SVS) and

Statewide Virtual Charter Schools (SVCS.) The common features of Statewide Virtual

Schools are the following:

1. The students learn in a home or other location provided by the parent or guardian
outside the school district. This student is a "public school student at home"




2. The parent, “home-teacher” or “learning coach” used by the non-resident school

district receives no compensation from the school district or any third party.

The students enroll in a public school under the open enrollment law.

4. The non-resident school is either chartered under code section 118.40 or is a
traditional public school.

(8]

Since 2002 several school districts have aggressively recruited the 2% of Wisconsin
students who were homeschooled to join the SVS via open enrollment. For example, a
student may live in and reside in the Madison school district while they are enrolled in
the Appleton School District 100 miles away. (G2) The students learn at home using a
curriculum provided by the public school. The curriculum is either accessed via the
internet or is mailed to the student along with a year’s worth of school supplies. Young
elementary students spend about 20% of their time on the computer. High-schoolers
spend approximately 80% of their time on the computer. (C1) The curriculi used by the
statewide schools are generally a graded software curriculum with online tests and
supplemented with textbooks.

Generally, a parent or guardian called a "learning coach” (D1) oversees and assists the
student on an hour-to-hour and day-to-day basis. A condition of enrollment is that a
parent, guardian, home-teacher or other adult learning coach be available to supervise and
* monitor the student. (E1) The older students require less parental oversight. The
certified teacher paid by the school district monitors the student's online progress and
checks in with the parent and student on a bi-weekly basis via e-mail or by phone. (F3,
(2) The vast majority of the online work is text based or video based. Very few of the
courses or total “class time” are live synchronis sessions where the students interact with
each other and the teacher in real time. One statewide school enrolled students from 150
different Wisconsin school districts. Student enrollment has doubled every year since
2002 n the statewide schools. (I2) There are 13 virtual schools in Wisconsin. (I1) In the
school year 2004/2005 there are approximately 2,000 students in grades K-12 enrolled in
three largest schools, Wisconsin Connections Academy (Appleton with 500 students (12)
uses Calvert for K-8 grades) Wisconsin Virtual Academy (Northern Ozaukee with 750
students (G3, J2) uses K12 for K-8 grades) IQ Academy (Waukesha with 650 students
(G3, 12) uses KCDistance Learning or Keystone National Highshool for 9-12 grade).

The Enrollment Process:

In January and February the school districts recruit students statewide to open enroli.

The recruitment includes direct mail, telemarketing, and informational sessions across the
state, print, radio, and television press releases and interviews.(K1) To enroll in a school

via Open Enrollment the parent/guardian must give a completed form PI-9410 to the non-
restdent school district during the three-week open enrollment period in F ebruary. If both
the resident and non-resident district agree the student may attend the non-resident school

the following school year (WI Public Law118.51 (3)) (B2).




Statewide Virtual Charter Schools Violate Charter School
Laws

Charter School Statute 118.40(3)

The Charter School Statute includes the following prohibition 118.40(3):

"A school board may not enter into a contract for the establishment of a charter school
located outside the school district, except that if 2 or more school boards enter into an
agreement under s. 66.0301 to establish a charter school, the charter school shall be
located within one of the school districts, and if one or more school boards enter into an
agreement with the board of control of a cooperative educational service agency to
establish a charter school, the charter school shall be located within the boundaries of the
cooperative educational service agency. A school board may not enter into a contract that
would result in the conversion of a private, sectarian school to a charter school.”

The Virtual Charter School is Located outside the Charting School District
Violating their Charter
* The word "school" is not defined in Wisconsin statutes and the general usage
defines a school as a place of learning where formalized education occurs on a
regular and recurring basis under the guidance of an instructor.

* The only space dedicated to the school district is 1,500 square feet for
administrative services because the district “will not require a physical facility for

day-to-day learning.” (H11, H13)

e The SVCS say the students “do their learning at home” (A1) under the “daily,
personalized involvement” (D1) of their parent or guardian.

* “A parent must be available to be at home with the child to provide instruction.”
(E1) '

¢ Parents will spend about 3 hours per day . . . directly teaching students.” (C1)

¢ The student is “primarily...taught at home by their parents under the electronic
supervision of a teacher.”

* High school parents are required to assess and head off problems “before they
turn into bigger problems”™ (A3)

* The interaction between student and adult is taking place in the home. The home
is outside the school district.

*» - The web based server is located out of state at the curriculum provider's facility.




The “certified teacher”™ does not live or work in the chartering school district
because, “any location with an internet connection will work.” (F3,H13,L2)

The “certified teacher” interacts acts with the student 15 minute every two week.
(F3)

The school under the compulsory attendance laws for a Home-Based-Private-
Education (or homeschool) is the student’s home then the home is a place of
learning where formalized education occurs on a regular and recurring basis under
the guidance of an adult.

After a year of homeschooling the same student using the same curriculum with
the same adult accessing a “qualified teacher” paid by a school district instead of
“curriculum specialist paid by the parent is attending the same school. (G2, M1,
M2, N1, Ol) Both statutes must use the same definition of a school.

Therefore the school is located outside the school district violating Wisconsin statute
118.40(3)

The Chartering School Board's Actions Result in the Conversion of a Private,
Sectarian School into a2 Public Charter School.

The Charter School Statute 118.40(3) states, “A school board may not enter into a
contract that would result in the conversion of a private, sectarian school to a
charter school.”

The “administrator of a home-based private educational program’ submits “a
staternent” to the Department of Public Instruction that “(a) the primary purpose
of the program is to provide private or religious based education. (b) The program
is privately controlled. (c) The program provides at least 875 hours of instruction
each school year. (d) The program provides a sequentially progressive curriculum
of fundamental instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science and health.” (DPI form 1206)

A private school program is defined as a program with *“(a) the primary purpose
of the program is to provide private or religious based education. (b) The program
is privately controlled. (c) The program provides at least 875 hours of instruction
each school year. (d) The program provides a sequentially progressive curriculum
of fundamental instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies,
science and health.” Statute 118.16(1)

By legal definition a home-based private educational program is a private school.

The majority of the “home-based private education” programs are operated for
religious reasons. (P1, P2)




¢ A student attending a refigious home homes-based private educated program one
year starts attending a SVCS the following year.

* A Wisconsin homeschooler using K12 or Calvert curriculum receives e-mails on
behalf of the SVCS encouraging the student to sign up with the SVCS in order to
receive the curniculum free and use of a computer and internet connection stipend.

(G2, M1, M2, N1, Ol)

» The student is using the same curriculum, the same adult instructor overseeing the
“day-to-day leamning, in the same location both years. (G2, M1, M2, N1, 01)

¢ Half of the new SVCS students were previously homeschooled the prior year.
(L1, Note 3)

Therefore the school board's and the curriculum vendors’ actions resulted in the
“conversion of a private, sectarian school into a charter school in violation of the

charter school statute 118.40(3)

Statewide Virtual School Recruitment Methods are

Discriminatory
Statute: 118.13(1)
“No person may be denied admission to any public school or be denied participation in,
be denied the benefits of or be discriminated against in any curricular, extracurricular,
pupil services, recreational or other program or activity because of the person’s sex, race
religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual
orientation or physical, mental emotional or learning disability.”
Statute: 118.40(4)
“Charter School ... Restrictions... (b) Restrictions. A charter school may not do any of
- the following: 1) Charge tuition. 2)Discriminate in admission or deny participation in any
program or activity on the basis of a person's sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry,
pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental emotional or
learning disability.”

The very nature of targeted marketing used by the SVS is discriminatory. It is
discriminatory in admissions and on the basis of race, religion, pregnancy, marital
or parental status and denies participation to public schoo] students because the
same “invitation” to open enroll is not being extended equally to all public school
students. Maultiple invitations to open enroll were sent to the 2% of students who
were homeschooled but not to public school students.

* Both charter and traditional schools are prohibited from discriminating on the
basis of a person’s sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy,
marital or parental status.




- Discrimination is defined in administrative rule as PI9.02 “any action, policy or

practice, including bias, stereotyping...and differentiates or distinguishes among
persons, or which limits or denies a person or group of persons opportunities,
privileges, roles or rewards based, in whole or in part, on sex, race, religion,
national origin, ancesiry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status.” Clearly
the majority of public schools students were not receiving the same opportunities
to open enroll that non-public school students received.

The schools are spending $125,000-300,000 on targeted marketing. (K2, V1, X2)
A majority of the SVS marketing budget is directed to the 2% of students who
home school, have intentionally opted out of the public school system and are

annuaily required to register with the Department of Public Instruction. (P3, DPI
form 1206)

Former homeschoolers make up half of all SVS students (L1, Note 3)

The express intent of the targeted marketing is to bring “homeschoolers back into
the public schools.” (F2, HS)

School District Superintendents are sending letters to homechooling parents. (Q1)

‘Targeted marketing techniques such as direct mail and telemarketing are directed
- disproportional to educational minorities, specific religious, marital or selected

parental status groups. (Note 6)

The mailing lists were drawn from the 2% of homeschooling students who are
required by law to file annually with the state they did not desire to be part of the
public school system and are not a representative cross-section of public school
students who are already attending public schools. (Note 6} While avoiding
direct marketing students already in the public school system.

The typical homeschooling family receives multiple solicitations while public
school students have rarely received the direct mail or phone calls. (Note 4 & 5)

Assuming Wisconsin demographics mirrors the US demographics the térgeted

marketing was disproportion ally targeted to
* Targeted Demographics vs.  State Demographics

Reference
Minority 6% Vs. 33% (R7)
Unmarried Parent 3% Vs. 28% (R7)
More than 3 children 62% Vs. 20% (R7)
Stay at home Mother 86% VS. 30% (R12)

Median Household Income $52,000 vs. $31,000 (R9)




* 83% of the homeschooling mothers religious affiliation ascribe to the “Apostle’s
Creed” but only 20% of the general population attends religious services that
ascribe to the “apostle’s Creed. (R8, R9)

» Half of students who enroll in SCS were formerly homeschooled but
homeschoolers account for only 2% of the total statewide student population.
(Note 3, P1)

Therefore the Statewide Virtual Schools marketing methods are discriminatory in
violation of statute section 118.13(1) and 118.40(4). The direct marketing effort to
homeschoolers disproportionately targeted only 2% of all Wisconsin students. The
targeted marketing discriminates against public school students. It is
discriminatory in admission on the basis of race, religion, creed, pregnancy, marital
and parental status and effectively denies the same opportunity and invitations to
public school students.

Statewide Virtual Schools Change the School District Usurping
the Legislature’s Role

The State Constitution Article X Section 3
“The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall
be as nearly uniform as practicable;”

School districts supervisors are usurping or superseding the legislature’s
respousibility to establish and maintain school districts as nearly uniform as
practical.
e Statewide only 2% of Wisconsin students are homeschooled but a disproportion
of former homeschool school students are enrolling in selected school districts.
(P1)

* Homeschoolers are not representative of Wisconsin's student population because
they are more religious, are more likely to be married, and have more children
than the general pubic. (R7, R8, R9, R12)

* SVS schools draw most of students from outside school district (G2, 12, and F2)

* “There is nothing in state law that prevents a public school district from operating
a virtual school” there is nothing that prevents school districts from remaking the
school district as established by the legislature. (G3)

» A school district, through targeted marketing to self selected demographics, can
increase the student population by 70% in two years from 850 to 1,459 students.
(J12)




Therefore school district supervisors are redistricting their school districts through
targeted marketing and open enroliment in violation of the state constitution Article
X section 3. School districts are increasing their size by 70% usurping and
superseding the legislature’s responsibility to establish and maintain school districts
as nearly uniform as practical.

Regulations for School Buildings are Applied Incorrectly in the
Homes of Students

The State Constitution Article I Section 25
“The people have the right to keep and bear arms for security, defense, huntmg,
recreation or any other lawful purpose.”

School Districts are treating the student’s home as a school building in violation of
the state constitution.

» “Violations that may lead to expulsion include ...possession of firearms,” and
“dangerous weapons” (H9)

* A hunting rifle with a gun lock in a gun safe in the den where the computer is
located is grounds for expulsion or suspension.

* What does suspension or expulsion look like in a SVS? [s the student suspended
from his home?

Statewide Virtual School have applied regulations and rules that are appropriate in
the neutral setting of a school building but are mapproprlate in the students home
where learning takes place.

Conclusion

As practiced in Wisconsin, the Statewide Virtual Schools violate Wisconsin statutes.
Current law should be enforced. Statewide Virtual Charter Schools violate Wisconsin
statutes because the schools are physically located outside the school district and the
schools resulted in the conversion of private sectarian schools into charter schools in
direct violation of the charter statute. The selective and targeted recruitment methods
used by Statewide Virtual Schools violate the anti-discrimination statutes. School
districts are usurping the legislature’s responsibility set out in the state constitution that
school districts be “as nearly uniform as practicable.” School districts are increasing
their size by 70%.

Currently Wisconsin statutes are being ignored. The perpetrators of these violations, the
chartering school district and curriculum vendors are receiving their compensation. The
residential school district that is “loosing students” is rewarded with additional funding
under the school funding formula as long as the students enrolling were formerly private
school or homeschool student. This is a result of the schoo! funding formula that rewards




low-cost or efficient school districts. The Department of Public Instruction with its
limited resources has higher enforcement and legislative objectives than addressing the
SVS. The public school parents hear or see the SVS in the media but don’t realize the
multiple invitations to open enrol! are being targeted at the 2% of students who are

homeschooled.

The author inquired of a legislative aid that supported the SVCS how a charter school can
be located outside the sponsoring district. The author was told “because we can.” The
lack of an honest review of the legal statutes is what prompted this report. Why is the
educational branch of government allowed to ignore the laws passed by the state

- legislature? Why aren’t Wisconsin’s educational laws being enforced?




Notes

Definitions
A "Pnivate school" student is a student that attends an institution as defined in the private

school statute 118.165.

Sec. 118.165 (1) "An institution is a private school if its educational program meets
all of the following criteria: (a) the primary purpose of the program is to provide
private or religious based education. (b) The program is privately controlled. (c) The
program provides at least 875 hours of instruction each school year. (d) The program
provides a sequentially progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in reading,
language arts, mathematics, social studies, science and health. This subsection does
not require the program to include in its curriculum any concept, topic or practice in
conflict with the program's religious doctrines or to exclude from its curriculum any
concept, topic or practice consistent with the program's religious doctrines. (e) The
program is not operated or instituted for the purpose of avoiding or circumventing the
compulsory school attendance requirement under s.118. 15(1)(a). (f) The pupils in the
institution's educational program, in the ordinary course of events, return annually to
the homes of their parents or guardians for not less than 2 months of summer vacation
or the institution is licensed as a child welfare agency under s. 48.60(1)"

A "Home Schooled" student is a student taught at home by a "Child's parent or
guardian or by a person designated by the parent™ and enrolled in a "Home-based
private educational program" under section 115 -001(30) who has properly filed form
PI-1206 with the Department of Public Instruction.

The parent or guardian of every homeschooled child must complete form PI-1206
stating the following is true: "Section 115.30(3) the administration of each home-
based private educational program shall indicate in his or her report whether the
system or program meets all of the criteria under s. 118.165(1). Section 1 18.165(1)
an institution is a private school if its educational program meets all of the following
criteria: () The primary purpose of the program is to provide private or religious
based education. (b) The program is privately controlled. (c) The program provides at
least 875 hours of instruction each school year. (d) The program provides a
sequentially progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in reading, language
arts, mathematics, social studies, science and health. This subsection does not require
the program to include in its curriculum any concept, topic or practice in conflict with
the program'’s religious doctrines or to exclude from its curriculum any concept, topic
or praclice consistent with the program's religious doctrines. (¢) The program is not
operated or instituted for the purpose of avoiding or circumventing the compulsory
school attendance requirement under s.118.15(1)(a)."

Note 3 The Appleton’s School District Superintendent testified on May 20, 2002 at the
“Wisconsin Assembly Public Hearing on Virtual Schools” that 50% of the Wisconsin
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Connections Academy students were homeschooled the year before attending Wisconsin
Connections Academy.

Note 4 Also at the May 20, 2002 hearing one homeschooling family reported receiving a
dozen solicitations to open enroll.

Note 5 In the four years researching SVS the author has only learned of one public school
family receiving a direct mail piece for SVS. All other recipients were either currently
homeschooling or had homeschooled at least one child in the previous year.

Note 6 In February 2002 at the Madison informational session for K12 the company
representative said that three mailing list were rented for the mailing. The first was
rented from Karen Andreola a homeschooling author. The second list contained
individuals who had purchased homeschool “educational products.” The third list was
undisclosed but when pressed admitted it would have virtually no public school students
on the list.
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FAQs: Home Schooling

Is iQ Academies the same as home schoeling?

Students enrolled in iQ Academies atIWisconsin do their learning at home, but
they are participating in a charter public high school that is part of the School
District of Waukesha. The curriculum is approved by the School District of
Waukesha for earning high school credits that can lead to a High School Diplor
through iQ Academies and the School District of Waukesha,

What kind of diploma will my child receive after completing iQ
Academies?

Students who complete all the School District of Waukesha requirements for
graduation will receive a High School Diploma from the Schoo! District of
Waukesha.

My child has been doing regular home school up until now. He will be i
11th grade next year and we want him to graduate on time. How will i
Academies count his work done while in home school?

Because every home school curricufum can be different, we will need to review
any documentation you have of your child's high school work so we can compz
it against the requirements of the School District of Waukesha. Contact us by
phone or email for more information,

A
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Are there other home school families I can talk with about their
experience with iQ Academies?

Yes, if you contact us by email or by phone, we can provide you with contact
information for other home school families in Wisconsin who are willing to disc
their experiences with prospective students.

My child has an IEP and has been enrolled in Special Education in our
home school district. Does iQ Academies enroll students with special
needs?

Yes, as e; public high school, iQ Academies at Wisconsin accepts students with
disabilities. The main issue to be considered is whether or not the independent
nature of online instruction will be the best fit for a student. Staff from the Sct
District of Waukesha and iQ Academies will discuss your child’s situation with y
You may gontact us by phone for more information.

back tg top

FAQs: The Online Learning Environment

We don't have a very good computer at home. Can my child participate
i@ Academies at Wisconsin?

Yes! Every iQ Academies student receives a state-of-the-art laptop computer ¢
printer to use while participating in the iQ Academies program.

Do we have to have High Speed Internet Access to participate in iQ
Academies at Wisconsin?

High speed Internet access definitely makes the experience of learning online
much more satisfying, but it is not absolutely necessary. Some areas of Wiscoi
unfortunately do not have high-speed access available yet. For those areas th:
have high-speed access available, however, it is definitely the preferred type ¢
internet access for the program. The monthly internet stipend ($20.00 per mo
paid quarterly) helps to defray the higher cost of high-speed access.

What kinds of safeguards are in place to keep my child safe while
working on the internet?

The main content of all of the iQ Academies courses is available directly throug
our secure, online student classroom area. In some cases, links provided by
teachers direct students to other websites so students can take advantage of t
wealth of educational information available online. In addition to limiting the si
to which students must visit to do their coursework, we have added a piece of
software on all student faptop computers that filters out sites that are not

AV
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appropriate for high school-aged children to view. Beyond that, good parental
supervision and setting some guidelines for internet use that match with your
family values will go a long way in protecting your children from unwanted
information on the internet.

Do I have to be at home all the time my child is doing schoolwork?

This is not required, however it is important for your child to know that you ar
interested in how he/she is doing in school. It is unrealistic for most high scho
aged students to handle the total responsibility of an online learning environm:
without any parent—amf?:r_v?ntiﬁe iQ Academies program does not require
students to do all of their coursework during the traditional school hours, so it
may be beneficial for some families to schedule at least some of their "school
time" during hours that parents are home to provide support,

How do I know whether or not my child would be successful doing onl
learning?

There is no test to take that can answer this question. Some of the qualities th
we have seen in our most successful students are:

¢ The ability to work independently.

¢ A willingness to seek out answers to their questions, or to move on to a
different subject until the necessary help is available.

¢ The willingness to ask for help when needed. There are many opportuni
to get help from teachers, from other students, or from technical suppo:
Students have to be willing to make use of those resources and let
someone know if they don't understand something.

* Some internal motivation to succeed in the program. Students who are
forced into an online learning environment will be less likely to be

successfuf.

There are some-things that you can do as a parent/guardian to help y¢
child to be successful in iQ Academies at Wisconsin:

* Help them set up a schedule for school to follow every day. Students shew(d
pfan on approximately one hour of work per day for every class they are_

enrolled in, plus some extra time for outside readings or writing papers.

L ¢ Provide an area for them to work that has limited dlstractlons and wher:
their materials are available to them.

* [Encourage them to discuss their work with you. These discussions can gt"’q
you clues as to whether they understand the materials and the
assignments, and potential problems can be headed off before they turr
into bigger problems.

Our family traveis quite a bit. Would that be a problem in the iQ
Academies program?

A/b
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As long as internet access is available, students can log into iQ Academies and
to their courses. For trips during which internet access may not be available,
students can print off their assignments ahead of time and work from those in
order to keep up with their work. Students should notify their teachers by eme
they will be unable to access the Internet for a period of time.

Will my child ever meet their iQ Academies classmates?

We have a crew of "Community Coordinators” who schedule activities that
students can choose to participate in with other iQ students in their area,
Students also have a chance to get together with classmates at regional meeti
that are 1scheduled a few times during the school year, These meetings are nol
required of students, but do provide an opportunity for students to put names

with faces and get to know their classmates a littje better.
What tools are available for students to communicate with each other:

We have a feature on our secure, online student classroom area, Blackhoard,
students to participate in discussion boards with other iQ Academies students.
Topics of discussion may include music, books, movies, politics, sports, etc. Tk
discussion boards are monitored by iQ Academies staff and provide a great wa
for students to tafk about their talents and interests.

What role do the teachers play in iQ Academies at Wisconsin?

The teachers play an important role in the iQ Academies program, It is the roi
the teachers to meet individual learning needs of the students enrolled in their
courses. Teachers have “office hours" and hold ekly sessions during which
students can ask questions and have discussions with their teacher and
classmates. Teachers are also available by phone and email, and students are
encouraged to contact their teachers with questions.

As a parent, how can I check on my son/daughter’s progress in iQ

- Academies?

Parents are assigned an Observer login and password to enter the iQ Academi
site. By using this login, parents can go directly to their child's classes and see
what assignments have been completed and what their child's grades are at ai
time. '

back to top

FAQs: Enroliment
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i What happens if we complete the Open Enroliment forms in February :

later change our minds about attending iQ Academies?

The final decision about attending iQ Academies does not need to be made unlr(
June. Filing the Open Enrollment forms in February makes your child eligible fe
enroliment into iQ Academies, and parents have until June to make their final
choice.

Once we start the school year, can we still change our minds and go b;
to our home district?

k]
Although we work very hard to make iQ Academies a positive experience for a
our students, if you feel that iQ Academies is not the best choice for your child
you always have the ability to return to your local school or to regular home

schooling,

Is iQ Academies at Wisconsin a private school?

No, iQ Academies at Wisconsin is a public high school. It is part of the School
District of Waukesha.

Are there classes or meetings in which we are required to drive to
Waukesha?

No. We recognize that iQ Academies at Wisconsin students are spread across t
state of Wisconsin, so when meetings are held, we try to schedule them at
locations that minimize travel for famifies. For example, all 10th grade student
are required to complete the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination
November of each year. In order to make this requirermnent easier for iQ
Academies families, we hold testing sessions in several regions of the state. In
addition, there are several opportunities for families and students to get togetl
at meet and greet sessions. These are not mandatory, but are good opportunil
for students to get together with their classmates and to meet iQ Academies s
and teachers.

Is there required participation in state standardized testing?

All 10 th graders must participate in the WKCE test in the fall. In addition, iQ
Academies students participate in district initiatives like the 9th and 10th grad:
writing assessment.

back fo top
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My child wants to participate in High Schoot Sports. Will he/she be abl
to do that in iQ Academies at Wisconsin?

While we have a great many athletes attending iQ Academies at Wisconsin, the
WIAA rules do not currently allow IQ Academies students to participate in spor
at their local high schools. iQ Academies is a gaod choice for students whao
participate in sports or other activities outside of school and require a more
flexible schedule.

Can my child take any classes at our local school while attending iQ
Academies?
1

This is an area that is at the discretion of the focal school. Some iQ Academies
students participate in choir or band at their focal school. You would need to c
with your lacal school district.

How do we know if iQ Academies is the right school for us?

We invite you to contact us and learn as much as you can about what iQ
Academies has to offer you and your child, Getting as much information as
possible is the best way to make an informed choice.

How much time does it take to complete a one-credit course?

iQ Academies at Wisconsin runs on a school vear calendar. Coursework shouid
completed by June. A one-credit course is designed to take 36 weeks or about
180 hours. As a general guideline, in addition to the time you spend online, yo
should also count on spending time reading textbooks, completing assignment
and studying for tests and exams. Therefore, you may need to spend
approximately 180 hours to complete a course. This time is a guideline and wil
vary according to course, study habits, etc. You should assume that a half-cre
course will take half as much time as a one-credit course.

Where can I get a course pace chart?

Course pace charts are provided in each course. These charts will help you pla
your work so that you will complete the course by the end of the school year.
Pace charts are typically found in the Course Information tab.

How will I be evaluated?

Progress is measured through quizzes, exams, written essays, assignments,
projects and semester exams.

How do I get help from my teachers if I am having difficulty with my

course(s)?
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Your teachers wili provide feedback on any assignments or projects you compl
You can also contact your teacher via emaii or through the course message
center. In addition, each teacher has reguiarly scheduled online office hours,
During the scheduled time, students interact with the teacher and other stude
in a virtual classroom.

Where do I get textbooks and how much do they cost?

Textbooks are provided at no cost through iQ Academies as part of your public
school experience. They will be sent to you at the beginning of August. At the
of the school year, you will return the textbooks to us. In some cases, textboo
may be dnline; some courses do not require textbooks at ail.

back to top
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Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent

T¥**NEWS RELEASE****

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DPI 2005-10
Friday, January 28, 2005 .
CONTACT:  Joseph Donovan, Communications Officer, (608) 266-3559

Public school open enroflment application period is Feb. 7 to 25

MADISON—State Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster announced dates for open enrolliment
applications for the 2005-06 school year, reminding parents who wish to choose the public school district
their children will attend next year to apply during the Feb. 7 to 25 application window.

“Wisconsin’s open enrollment program is one of many options our state offers parents that
contributes to our shared responsibility to educate our children,” Burmaster said.

The February application period commences the eighth

year in which Wisconsin law has permitted children to attend Open Enroliment
New and
public school in a school district other than the one in which Continuing
. Applications Transfers
they live. Participation in the program continues to grow, with 1998-a9 PP 5,926 2.464
. A . 1599-00 6,691 4,858
15,413 students transferring to another school district during 2000-01 7616 7.213
. - 2001-02 9,523 9,603
the 2003-04 school year, up from just 2,464 transfers the first 2002-03 11.859 12.379
year of the program. 2003-04 13,770 15,413
2004-05 15,367  Not Available

Under the full-time public school open enrollment
program, parents must apply during the application period to the school district they wish their children
to attend. Early and late applications are not accepted. Parents will be informed by April 8 whether their
open enrollment applications have been approved or denied.

Transportation is the responsibility of the parent; however, some school districts may elect to
provide partial transportation. Parents with questions about transportation should call both the resident
and nonresident school district offices to find out if any transportation will be provided. Reimbursement
of some transportation costs is available for low-income parents whose children are eligible for free or

reduced-price lunches under the federal school lunch program.

{more)

Mailing Address: P.Q, Box 7841, Madison, W 53707-7841 «

Telephone: (608) 266-3390 « Toll Free: (800) 441-4563 « FAX: (608) 267-1052 « TDD: (608) 267-2427
Internet Address: www.dpi.state.wi.us

Street Address: 125 South Webster Street, Madison, Wi 53702




open enrollment application period - page 2

The DPI provides the following guidelines for parents who wish to apply for open enrollment:

* Open enrollment deadlines are firm. Application forms must be submitted to the
nonresident school district no earlier than Feb. 7 and no later than Feb. 25. Early and
late applications will be returned. The forms are due in the nonresident school
district no later than 4 p.m. on Feb. 25; a postmark will not meet the requirement.
Hand-delivery of application forms to the nonresident school district is strongly
recommended.

* Parents may submit applications to no more than three nonresident school districts
for each child during the open enrollment application period. Submitting more than
three applications to nonresident school districts will result in all applications being
invalidated. '

1
* Forms must be filled out completely and accurately. Contact the local school
district office or the DPI if assistance is needed in filling out the form. An inaccurate
or incomplete form may result in denial of an application.

" » Parents may request enrollment in a specific school or program in the nonresident
school district; however, enrollment in the requested school or program is subject to
space and other limitations and is not guaranteed.

* Most students who attended a nonresident school district under open enrollment
last year are not required to reapply for the 2005-06 school year. However, if the
student will be entering middle school, junior high school, or high school in the 2005-
06 school year, parents should call the nonresident school district to find out if
reapplication will be required.

* Parents may apply for their children to attend 4-year-old kindergarten under open
enrollment only if the resident school district also offers a 4-year-old kindergarten
program for which the child is eligible.

Application forms may obtained from any public schoo! district, from the Department of Public

Instruction, or from the DPI’s open enrollment website at < http:/ {www.dpi.state. wi.us/ dpi/dfm

/sms/psctoc.html >. More information is available from local school districts or from Mary Jo Cleaver,

DPI, 888-245-2732 (toll-free), or < maryjo.cleaver@dpi.state.wi.us >.

#id




K12 : The K12 Homeschool Experience Page [ of |

Find out how to get K12 for you

k 12» r dr.rnrfinnfnr a Lifetine Home - Abaut Us - News & Events - Customer Support

oG | Usigk | KnVitalAcdery | aailone

K12 : K12 Homeschoo! | The K12 Homeschool Experience

The K12 HomeSChOOI Experience ¥ The Ki2 Homeschool

Lxperience

e
Families who choose to educate their children at home with the K12@
curriculum can expect to share a common experience, based on several
important factors; 1

y .‘FAQs

} Technical Requireme

Quality Curriculum and Materials
K12 provides lessons, progress and planning tools, assessments, and learning P Pricing and Enrolimei
aids over the Internet, and complements this information with supplemental
learning materials, such as books, workbooks, CDs, and videos.

** Of the parious programs Hu
Parental involvement researched, K12 seemed the
Parents or other caring adults are a child's primary teachers. Parents will spend interactive and involving—
about three hours over the course of a five-hour day directly teaching children:
giring the remaining fime children will read or engage in other study activities.

was also rigarous. **

Rebecca Daneker
Appropriate Use of Technology Clawson, Ml
Generally, children in grades K-5 do about 20-30 percent of the work online. - -
The rest of their time is spent reading books, solving math problems on paper,
drawing, and conducting science experiments. As children get older and their
reading skiils improve, instruction and activities will involve increased computer
use, according to educational standards.

Elementary and Middle School Courses

K12 has programs for students from kindergarten through grade eight, so you
can educate multiple students with K12. (Higher grades will be available in the
coming years.) With our complete program, you can choose the appropriate
grade level for each child in each subject.

Adaptable Tools

The K12@ curriculum can be tailored for children with special needs. We
provide tools that allow students to work at their own pace, so K12 works for
children who need extra time to master a subject, and for those who learn

quickly.
Yerms of Use | Privacy Policy | Site Map 1-888-YOUR K12 2 Inc. All righ




Connections Academy: Parent Involvement - Learning Triad

CONNECTIONS

ABOLT U

STATE ACADEMIES
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ACADEMY * CONTACT US|

INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTION
PARENT INVOLVEMENT ¢—
ACCOUNTABILITY AND ACHIEVEMENT
HIGH-QUALITY TEACHING

TECHNOLOGY-RICH SCHOOLING

M
¥

PROVEN CURRICUL UM

—— e i

Leaming Triad

Is this Program Right for You?
Parent Responsibilities
Community Coordinatars

Learning Triad

Connections Academy (CA} incorporates the concept of
a learning triad made up of a student, a parent or other
tedrning coach, and a teacher. It is well documented in
educational research that an involved and committed
adult is essential to each student's academic
performance. The CA program provides this important

~ element through the
involvement of the
student's parent, or
another _
nonprofessional
educator serving as '
the student's fearning
coach. Experienced,
certified teachers '
support these % O
individuals. (See \ehd
High-Quality Teaching RIS »»: w
for more information S
on the role of the Connections Academy teacher.) For
students, working in the learning triad provides an
educational program adapted to their individual needs,
learning styles and interests. For parents. this means
daily, personalized involvement in their child's
educational progress Ufilizing the unique kriowledge the
parent has of their child, For teachers, their professional
experience, knowledge, and skills can be applied to
teaching rather than to clerical tasks and the many non-

educational acfivities required in classroom management.

Privacy Policy ContactUs Regulators Catalog
© 2005 Connectlons Academy, LLC. All rights reserved.
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CONNECTIONS
ACADEMY °
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HIGH-QUALITY TEACHING
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PROVEN CURRICULUM |

Learning Triad

Is this Program Right for You?
Parent Responsibilities
Community Coordinators

ABOUT Us
STATE ACADEMIES |

FAQs -

CONTACT US

Parent Responsibilities

Parental invoivement and responsibility is critical to
successful participation in Connections Academy (CA).
CA s focused on student achievement and
accountability. A parent must be available to be at home
with the child and to provide instruction, or must
designate another résponsible adult (o serve as the
student’s leamning coach. Students may NOT be left
unsupervised. Connections Academy is NOT a student
self-study program.

As a condition of enrollment, parents are required 1o sign
an agreement outlining their responsibilities. Please
review the sample agreement. (Some schools'
agreements may vary.)

In some schools, community partnerships may be
available to provide a location and a learning coach for
the student.

Privacy Policy ContactUs Regulators Catalog
© 2005 Connections Academy, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Virtual schools grow, learn
Critics concerned about money, amount of student-teacher contact

By ANNE DAVIS
adavis@journalsentinel.com

Last Updated: Nov. 28, 2003 1

Page 1 of 3

For Katie and Bailey Lecato of Grafton, the daily commute to school this year is measured in footsteps rather than miles.

Instead of wolfing down breakfast and dashing out the door to a local parochial school, the
sisters - now public school students - just pull up a chair at the kitchen table and settle in for a
day of schoolwork under the watchful eye of their mom.

“I would never have home-schooled if this hadn’t come along," said Jennifer Lecato, whose
girls are among hundreds of students around the state to enroll in Wisconsin Virtual Academy,
or WIVA, the latest and largest of a new breed of public schools.

WIVA, a partnership between the small, rural Northern Ozaukee School District and K12, a
for-profit education company headed by former national education czar Bill Bennett, opened
for business this fall. It is one of at least six Wisconsin cyber schools that offer online learning
for students whose needs can't be met in traditional classrooms.

Lecato and other parents like the flexibility of the programs and say they give them more
contro] over the education of their children. But virtual schools are a radical departure from
the traditional model of public education and have attracted many critics. The state
Department of Public Instruction and Wisconsin’s largest teachers union are among them.

Virtual schools operate under no clear state standards at the moment, but the DPI likely will
push for regulations addressing one of the agency’s most pressing concerns about the schools -
the amount of teacher-student contact, according to Tony Evers, deputy state superintendent.
Online learning continues to grow. The Waukesha School District and Cooperative

Educational Service Agency No. 7, a non-profit agency that provides resources to local school
districts, are both interested in setting up virtual schools.

Money matters

In a nutshell, eriticism of virtual schools goes something like this: They are only in it for the
money, and there is limited contact with a licensed teacher.

"We like to embrace technology and all the things it can do for kids,” Evers said. "It's a red
flag when school districts get involved in virtual schools for no other reason than to raise

money."

Districts that use virtual programs to educate not just their own students but public school

http://www.jsonline.com/news/state/nov03/188840.asp?format=print

Education

PhotaDale Guldan

Bailey (j=f), 7, and Katie, 9,
work on math assignments
with their mother, Jennifer
Lecato, at their kitchen table,
The Grafton family is part of
a new online school,
Wisconsin Virtual Academy,
operated by the Northern
Ozaukee School District.
woudd never have home-
schooled if this hadn't come
along." Lecato said.

Virtual Schools in
Wisconsin

Some of Wisconsin's virtual
schools cafer to home-
schoolers who don’t want to
doit al on their own. Others
are a resource for struggling
students who need to make
up missed courses or for
gifted students locking for
advanced classes their
districts don't provide. Al
have openad within the past
two years:

W Appleton eSchool:
Charter high school (grades 9-
12) operated by the Appleton
Area Schodl District; cpened
in &l 2002; about 100
students, 20% part time and
most from Appleton district;
funded by the Appleton
district and state charter

12/15/03
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students throughout the state take the issue of local control and "flip it onto its head," Evers
said.

Under its contract with K12, the Northern Ozaukee School District is expected to receive about
$116,000 this year as a management fee for operating WIVA. That money was placed in the
district's general operating fund. The district used another $18,000 it received in rent from
WIVA to set up a wireless computer lab.

Virtual schools, which enroll students from outside their host districts through the state's open
enrollment or public school choice law, bring their districts about $5,000 in state aid per
student.

The amount of aid is based on the cost of educating students in a traditional setting, and some
have wondered whether it may be too high because virtual schools do not have the same utility,

maintenance and other costs as their traditional counterparts.
1

But the backers of virtual schools say the effort has little to do with making money.

Jerry Fiene, administrator of Cooperative Educational Service Agency No. 9 in Tomahawk,
said his group has invested at least $500,000 in its online high school called Wisconsin Virtual
School. Although it has 230 students and is growing, the program is still in the red, Fiene said.

"We're bringing home-schoolers back inte the public schools, and we think that's a good
thing,” said Dan Bauer, who directs the Monroe Independent Education Charter High School,
a cyber school with 45 students that uses open enrollment to attract students from outside the
Green County district.

Bauer, who is interested in marketing his program to students who live outside Wisconsin and
even overseas, said public schools should get involved in virtual programs or run the risk of
being left behind. <

"If we don't do it, the private companies are going to come in and we will lose out,” Bauer
said.

Teacher contact an issue

The amount of student-teacher contact, which is far less in a virtual environment than it is in a
traditional classroom, is also a concern of some.

The Wisconsin Education Association Council, the state's largest teachers union, sees it asa

threat and is considering filing a lawsuit against WIVA that would allege that the use of
parents rather than licensed teachers for daily work with students is illegal.

The DPI also has some concerns.

"Clearly the expectation for most folks is that if (students) are taught by a teacher, they're
taught by 2 teacher and not by anyone else,” Evers said.

Nichole Schweitzer, principal of Wisconsin Connections Academy, a virtual school in
Appleton, responds that it is not always the quantity but the quality of teacher-student contact

that counts.

She recalls days during her time as a public school teacher when her only interaction with a
student during a 45-minute class period would be to say "hello.” :

http://www.jsonline.com/news/state/nov(3/188840.asp?format=print
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ratio averages 30 to 1; Web
site.

= Kiel Integrated
Electronic Learning Charter
School: Charter schoal (7-12)
operated by Kiel School
District; second year of
operation; no open encollment
students; 40 Kiel students, 20
Appleton students; funded by
the Kid! district and charter
school grants; student-teacher
ratio 910 1;

www. kiel k12 wius.

= Monroe Independent
Education Charter High
School: Charter school (9-12)
operated by the Monroe
Schodl District; 45 students
including 35 through open
envoliment; hias own
graduation requirements and
awards its own diploma;
funded by the district and
charter school grants;
student-teacher ratio 34 to 1;
Web ste.

& Wisconsin Connections -
Academy: Charter school (K-
8} operated by the Appleton
Area School District through a
partnership with Sylvan
Learning Systems; opened in
2002; 370 students, afl but 17
from outside Appleton district;
students study at home under
the direction of a parent using
Sylvan cumiculum and a
computer; student-teacher
ratio about 40 to 1; funded
through open enrcliment aid
that Appleton receives for
students who live outsida the
district; Web sita,

& Wisconsin Virtual
School: Studerts enrall part
time through an agreerment
between their districts and the
schodl; cost per coursa is
$325, paid by districts that are
sendirg their students to the
schodl; 230 students (8-12);
most students access the
program while at school;

= Wisconsin Virtual
Academy: A charter school
{K-7) operated by the
Northern Ozaukee School
Gistrict through a partnership
with K12 Inc.; opened this
fall; 455 students; students
enrali in the school and the
district through open
encoliment and study at home
using curmricutum and a
computer provided by K12:
the district pays for the
program through open
enrollment aid; student-

12/15/03
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{ WIVA teacher Kathy Hennings, a former public school teacher, monitors from her home in Related Coverage

Cedarburg 63 students who live everywhere from Appleton to Pleasant Prairie. She
acknowledges that getting to know them primarily through phone calls is a challenge, but she

. : A Virtual schools; Student
also sees them once a month at outings or field trips and regularly gets samples of their written m;";:erm pai; y
work. She also makes home visits and is always available via e-mail. Section: Education

"We're dealing with families who put education first," said Hennings, who says she never
worries about her students cheating or not completing their work even though she can't see them working. "You're dealing
with people who are not trying to get by. They are trying to do their best.”

Jennifer Lecato has regularly scheduled phone consuitations with each of her girls' teachers every two weeks. Parents inay
call or e-mail the teachers at any time. —

An advisory committec called the Wisconsin Collaborative Online Network began work this fall on developing state
standards for online learning. The group, which includes legislators and representatives from the DPI, WEAC, Wisconsin
Association of School Boards and several virtual schools, is expected to refease a proposal in spring.

A key goal is to work together to avoid duplication of services, said Dawn Nordine, director of Wisconsin Virtual School,
during a conference on virtual education last week in Wisconsin Dells. The session, the first of its kind in the state, atiracted
about 120 people. It was sponsored by Wisconsin Virtual School.

A DPI committee is also studying the issue of virtual education with an eye toward updating policies. Because technology is
constantly changing, it will be important to develop policies that address a wide range of possibilities, Steve Sanders,
instructional technology consultant with the DPI, told the conference participants.

“What is not possible today will be possible in two years,” Sanders said.

In Grafion, the Lecato girls, Katie, 9, and Bailey, 7, do very little work on their computer. Their only online lessons are
history and science, and Jennifer Lecato supplements those with printed resources she buys or borrows from the library
because she misses not having books for those subjects.

The girls have their own teachers and participate in a phone conference with them cvery two weeks. They also send their
teachers samples of written work, T

Jennifer Lecato enjoys s;iending more time with her daughters and finds working with them at home gives them more time
for outside activities. In addition to their lessons, the girls are in 4-H, Girl Scouts and the church choir.

"Our year has been wonderful so far," Lecato said. "We've been very, very pleased.”

From the Nov. 29, 2003 cditions of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

http://www.jsonline.com/news/state/nov03/1 88840.asp?format=print 12/15/03
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Vil’tual virtual charter schools -— cur.
rently, lhgre are 11 — musy
Coatinued from Page A1 Micet curmiculum standards, es-
. i Public Instruction and take jts
‘'she bounces around Jike 2 Wisconsin Knowledge and
kangaroo.” said Sharon Leon- Concepls exams.
ard, who with husband Reed So far, the test scores of vir.
adopred_ their three daughters tual school students have been
from China, comparable to those of other
But unitke home-schooled public school students, said
cluldren. the Leonards are ac. P Assistant Superiniendent
tally enrolled in a public Tony Evers,
school — @ virtual charter Wisconsin Connections
school thar 1s pant of the Apple- Academy’s teachers monitor
ton Area School District aboy; students” progress online every
100 miles away. day. have consultations with
students and parents EVETY two

~ ¢/ 20,000 students weeks, and provide help by tel.

Their mother spends four 1o phone or at the schooi's head-
five hours a day guiding her quaniers in a former  high
! daughters through daily lesson schaal in Appleton, Schweitzar
plans, drawn prim ily from said.
curriculum developed over the Students do most of their
past century at the Calven lessons using textbooks, work-
School. a private “bricks-and- sheets and other traditional
monar” school in Baltimore, means, They 1ake quizzes and
where nyition ranges  from tests onling and send assign-
$14.000'10 517,000 a vear for its ments 1o their teachers by mail.
500 on-site srudents. L To Schweitzer, the virmal

Home-schoolers  can buy schoal combines “the best of
Calvert’'s curriculum and sup- home-schoo[ing with the very
POrTsérvices ar prices ranpging best of public school educa-
fror$245 for pre-kinderganen ton,”

e 5760 for.eighth-grade, “Fd be lost withous the

But because her children are teachers,” said Leonard, who
enrolled in Wisconsin Connec. had tried home-schooling be-
tions Academy, Leonard pays fore enrolling her daughiers in
nothing. State taxpayers pro-  the virtual school last year.
vide about $5,745 10 the Apple- “Home-schoo[ing was totatly
Ten School District for each of foreign 10 me becatse | was a
her daughters. Thar's the career person,” said Leonard, a
amount all school districts re- former manager at Armerican
cetve for students who live in Family Insurance where she
another district and register continues to do part-time con-
tiwough the stare's open- suling work in addition 1o
enrollment oprion. working as a prvate nurse.

Principal Nicole Schweitzer “When | was home-schooling. I
said about 33,600 of the money would buy a lot of expensive
the school receives for each materials.*
student goes to Connections In addition to the cost bene-
Academy, a for-profit company fits, Leonard sajd, the virtual
under contract with the district. charter schogl s an effective
Connections Academy, which way to meet her daughters' in-
has virtual charter schools in 10 dividual needs, while giving her
states, provides the curriculum family time 10 bond and the
it adapls 10 meet standards, Bexibility to travel,
along with computers, techni.
cal suppon. texthooks and re-  Critics' complaint
lated ‘maierials for 1he 465 i wivi
kindergarten through  eighth- mgﬁutmr;t;;sev:)ryoﬁg 1;51“\:::5
fade students enrolfed inthe . o of virtual charter schools,
Wsconsin school. Schweitzer Catics, including the Wis.

“Jaid It also provides profes- consin  Education Association

sional development for teach- Council maintain  virtual
u15 other support services, ins Sthools use taxpayers' dolfars
_The other S2.145 remains - subsidize what is essentially
“ith the district, and is used 1o home-schoaling and  reduce
1y the salaries of the school's the limited funds avaiable o
fate-licensed  teachers  and bricks-and-mortar public

sther sem’cqs provided 1o stu- schools,
fents. she said. Also, at least four of the
stale's  virtual  schools draw

" Must meet standards most of their students from

Unlike home-schooled stu- outside the schaol districs they
cnts, those enrolled in the \are part of, prompting claims
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Tort Leonard, 9, who is enralled in the Wisconsin
emy, & virtual charter school, works on her spelli
Sharon Leonard, helps sister Hope, 7, with her lesson,

vided for services virmal sry-
dents dont receive, which
Schweitzer maintains is nor the
case. -

WEAC, the state’s largest
teachers union, filed fawsuits
against both Wisconsin Con-
nections Academy, which
opened in 2002 as the state's
Girst virnsal charter school, and
Wisconsin  Virtal Academy,
which opened in 2003 as part
of the Northemn _ Ozaukee
School District. Both  sujts
claimed the virpual schools vio-
late state laws, and named DI
as a co-defendani.

In the suit against Wisconsin
Connections Academy, a Dane
County Circuit Cour Judge
tuled in favor of the Appleton
School District. The suit against
Wisconsin Virual Academy is
ongoing, :

Concept is changing

Dan Hanrahan, principal of
Wisconsin  Virtual Academy,
maintains the suit js polidcally
motivated and that WEAC js
afraid it will lose membership
dollars if fewer teachers are
needed to teach more srudents.

Virtual schools are raising
questions about when and how
leaming takes place, and are re-
defining what it means to
teach, Hanrahan said.

Technology also js changing
the concept of what it means to
“attend” a school from being
physically present 1o atiending
long-distance. Schweitzer said,

And while virtual schools
aren’t the best approach for all
students, Hanrahan said, they
couid be what enables some
students to succeed.

The Leonards’ two older
daughters — jaime, whg was
adanted in 1999 a4 aen 114 aee?

JOHN MAMIACK - St3t¢ fournal
Connections Acad-
ing while mother

4Y2 — had attended pteschool
twgether before going to private fero
scﬁmls for kindergarten and 995 DT expect a decision in

“It just wasn't workiny
nard said. “Jaime was
not challenged. Tori is a differ.
of learner, and wasn't
really leaming anything.”

H}:;pe. adopted 1'lui;]gZO{)a ar
age 5, needed surgery when she
first arrived, said Leonard, who
doesnt believe
have handled being
home for the entire

“She was really shy and had
a lot of adjustment issues,”
Leonard sald. “She had been
through so much in China.”

In addition o
speak and read
had 1o learn how to res;
questions about the
erng her legs, which were
burmed with beiling water in an
accident in China. |

Hope now tells other chil-
“stolen by canni-
cooked e in a
pot of stew. I escaped while
they were getting the salt and
pepper.” To adults, she s
was so horrible, [ dop
wani o talk about jt.”

Tori said the teacher at her
ol school often had to spend
time disciplining one of her

Connections Academy, which :
has since been dropped, P"
clained the school violates
laws thag require charter
schools to be located within the
boundaries of the schoo) dis-
trict they are pant of, and that
require students who opt for
open enrollment in angther
school district to attend schogl .
in that district, said WEAC legal jut:
counsel Lucy Brown, ple:

gets for students who arend
the virtual school through open  not
enmlment, which is the same ent
amount districis get for open. Sch
enroliment students who at- '
tend  bricks-and-mortar and
schools.
loe Donovan, spokesman for sial.
the state Department of Public sai:
Instruction, which was named  judy
as a defendant in both suits,
said the amount districts re. Wi
ceive for open-enroliment siu- emn
oy

year's staiewide average per- drg;

more interesting,” she said. “J;
has more excitng things and
0ts of fun experiments,”

gitls are geting

Numbers are growing
While enrollmen; in virtual
schools is a smal
870,000 public
ts. the numbers
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The state's largest teachers |
union has filed lawsuits — one
unsuccessful and another op.

going — against rwo of the

state’s virtual charter schools, p
claiming they violate state laws,
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. The unresolved suit was filed

In January 2004 against Wis-

consin  Virtpal Academy. |,
Among other issues, the Wis. n
consin  Education Association
Council claims that the role of
parents violates state law re-
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the Wisconsin Connections Acad-
s on her spelling while mother

7, with her lesson.
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42 — had attended preschool
together before goigg to private
schools for kindergarten and
first grade.

“It just wasn't working out
well,” Leonard said. “Jaime was
not challenged. Tod is a differ-
ent type of leamer, and wasn't
really learning anything.”

Hope, adopted in 2003 at
age 5, needed surgecy when she
first arrived, said Leonard, who
doesn't believe Hope could
have handled being away from
home for the entire school day.

“She was really shy and had
a lot of adjustment issues™
Leonard said. “She had been
through so much in China.”

In addition to leamning to
speak and read English, Hope
had to learn how to respond to
questions about the scars cov-
ering her legs, which were
burned with beiling water in an
accident in China.

Hope now tells other chil-
dren she was “stolen by canni-
bals and they cooked me in a
pot of stew. I escaped while
they were getting the salt and
pepper.” To adults, she says, “It
was so horrible, I don't even
want to talk about it." -

Tori said the teacher ar her
old school often had o spend
dme disciplining one of her
classmates, “This school is
more interesting,” she said. *1t
has mote exciting things and
lots of fun experiments.”

All of the girds are getiing
good grades, Leonard said.

Numbers are growing
While enrollment in virtual
schools is a small portion of

-

Wisconsin's  §70,000 public
school studenrs, the numbers
are prowing.

The 11 wvinuwal charter

schools listei by DPl range
from schools "with a virtual
component 0 multi-district
consortiums that provide on-
line courses. A 12th is sched-
uled to open in January.

In the Waukesha School Dis-
trict. virual high school iQ
Academnies  at  Wisconsin

pened last year with about 200
tudents. It now has 650, only
bout 30 of them from within
the district.

in the last two years, Wis-
consin  Virtual Academy has
gone from aboul 370 1 750
students K-8 students — almost
as many as the'800 students
who attend bricks-and-mortar
schools in the entire Northem
Ozaukee district. .

Ahnir a dazan AF thn ierna?

2 virtual schools

sued by WEAC

The state’s largest. teachers
union has filed lawsuits — one
unsuccessful and another on-
going — against two of the
state’s vinual chaner schools.
claiming they violate state {aws.

The unresolved suit was filed
in January 2004 against Wis-
consin  Virtual Academy.
Among other issues, the Wis-
consin Education Association
Council claims that the role of
parents violates state law re-
quiring instruction to be pro-
vided by a certified teacher.

Tony Evers, the state's dep-
uty superintendent, said he
does not expect a decision jn
the case until next year.

A suit against Wisconsin
Connections Academy, which
has since been dropped,
claimed the school violales
laws that require charter
schools to be located within the
boundaries of the school dis-
wrict they are part of, and that
require students who opt for
open enrollment in another
school district to attend school
in that district, said WEAC legal
counsel Lucy Brown.

it  also challenged the
amount of money the district
gets for students who attend
the virtual school through open
enrollment, which is the same
amount districts get for open-
enrollment students who at-
tend bricks-and-mortar
schools.

Joe Donovan, spokesman for
the state Department of Public
[nstruction, which was named
as a defendant in both suits,
said the amount districts re-
ceive for open-enroltment stu-
dents is based on the previous
year's statewide average per-
pupil costs for regular instruc-
ton. pupil services, instruc-

ttanal  services
curncadar activigies

WEAL mauntuny the virtual
school students do not use
pupd and msuuctions services.
such s libraries. or participate
tn activities, such as band and
athletics. which disuicts pro-
vide (o students in bricks-and-
mortar schools,

Nicole Schweitzer, principal
of Wisconsin  Connections
Academy. said the school pro-
vides a library through a sub-
scription 10 an online version of
the Woild Book encyclopedia,
and provides a nurse, social
worker and other services for
students and parents online, by
telephone and in person in Ap-
pleton.

The school also has agree-
ments with several districts
where its studenss live allowing
them to paricipate in athletics
or other activities, for which
Wisconsin Connections Acad-
emy pays a fee, she said.

A Dane County Circuit Court
judge ruled in favor of the Ap-
pleton Schoot District. That rul-
ing found that Wisconsin
Connections was not violating
state laws and that students did
not have to be physically pres-
ent to attend the school,
Schweitzer said.

WEAC appealed the ruling,
and an Appeals Court judge
sent the case directly to the
state Supreme Couri. Brown
said it was uncertain if the
judge would allow WEAC to ob-
ain more information about
Wisconsin Connections Acad-
emy through the process of dis-
covery, and all parties agreed to
drop the appeal.

— Sandy Cullen

did co

district would not be able to
provide the optioh of virrual-
schooling for those students
without bringing in students
from other districts, Hanrahan
said. The district also is using
its virtual schodl to teadn ifitn-
and sbah-grade history classes,
as well as sfudents who are se-
verely emotionally disturbed,

Critics claim virtual schools”

are only for {amilies who can
afford to have a parent at
home, Hanrahan said a small
number of his school’s students
are from low-income families.

Evers siid the outcome of
WEAC's lawsuit against Wis-
consin Virtual Academy
combined with other factors —
including the recommenda-
tions of a group of virtual edu-
cation advisers o DPL, of which
Hanrahan and Schweitzer are a
part, as well as possible action
by state legislators — will ulti-
mately determine how virtual
charter schools aperate in Wis-
consin.

“The last thing we want is ©
have virtual education be a way
to  publicly fund home-
schooling,” Evers said.

There is nothing in state law

P N " '
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proval is needed,

Interaction stressed

“"We're trying 0 get owr
armns around this,” Evers said
“1 think it's important to em-
brace technology andl iiritfer-
stand how it can.help meer
student needs.”

‘What "gives us pause,” Evers
said, is the question of how
much interaction virat school
students have with their teach-
ers, when research suppons
that one of the most importan:
variables in student leaming i-
the classroom teacher. .

If there is limited interactior:
berween students and teachers.
Evers said, “It's our feeling thi
won't be a good thing.”

David Williamson Shaffer
assistant  professor of educi
tional psychology at UW
Madison who specializes in ¢d
ucation iechnology, said the
success of any educational ap
proach depends on a range
factors, including the quality «
the program and teachers, o
well as the individual student.

What is certain is that virtu:-
schools are just one example ¢




% g% Wisconsin Department of Public instruction

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and retum to:

N~
ny CHARTER SCHOOQLS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
SUBGRANT APPLICATION PAULA CRANDALL DECKER
nel PI-8600-P (Rev. 10-01) CHARTER SCHOOL CONSULTANT
' 125 SOUTH WEBSTER STREET

P.0. BOX 7841
MADISON, Wi 53707-7841

Planning Phase

L. GENERAL INFORMATION

2. Name of District Administrator

Appleton Area School District Thomas G. Scullen
3. School District/Chartering Authority Address Street, City, State, Zip 4. District Administrator Telephone Area/No,
10 College Avenue, Suite 214, P.O. Box 2019, Appleton, WI 54912.2019 (920) 832-6126
5. Name of Proposed Charter Schoo! 6. Planning Phase Contact 7. Planning Phase Contact
. . . Telephone Area/No.
Wisconsin Connections Acade wC Pat Laystro
s my (WCA) ystram (847) 726-3937
8. Planning Phase Contact Address Street, City, State, Zip 9. Proposed Grade Level(s) to be Served
1059 Markus Court, Lake Zurich, Illinois 60047 K through 8
10. Pianning Phase Contract Email Address 11.Anficipated Enroliment at Opening
laystrom@earthlink.net . 217
12, If Multidistrict, List District Names 3. Anficipated Opening Date 14. Amount Requesied
. Mo./Day/Yr. : $10.000
Aug. or Sep. 2002 ’

II. ASSURANCES

agree to comply with the following assurances: Read and check

1. Subgrant funds will be expended during the specified subgrant period; the school district or charlering authority shall serve as the fiscal agent
for all subgranis; standard accounting procedures will be utllized by subgrant recipients and records of alf subgrant expenditures will be
maintained in an accurate, thorough, and complete manner.

2. Subgrant recipients/chartering authorities by endarsement of this proposal assure approval of the concept of the charter school as reflected in
the proposal, assure that the plan is one worth developing and expanding with the federal funds applied for.

3. Subgrant recipients confirm their understanding that funds for starl-up or implementation will be available only if a school is chartered prior to
the conclusion of the planning period. Authorization to spend funds will occur only when evidence is provided that the charter is issued and
students are being served, )

4. Subgrant recipients will participate in all data reporling and evaluafion activities as requested by the U.S. Department of Education and the
Wiscensin Department of Public Instruction, including the Schoal Performance Report, see sec. 115.38, Wis. Stats,, participation at a reporting
conference, a final grant report document, and financial statement,

L
5. Subgrant recipients will expend planning funds only for the purpose of planning a charter schoal which s nonsectarian and which will be in
compliance with all Wisconsin faws and administrative rules regarding staff certification and licensure,

6. Subgrant recipients will comply with federal laws including, but not limited by enumeration to, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Tifle VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Tille IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and part B of the
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act,

7. Subgrant recipients will comply with all provisions of the Nonregulalory Guidance—Fublic Charler Schools FProgram of the Uniled States
Department of Education.

8. Subgrant recipients ensure that the charter school will receive funds through programs administered by the Uniled States Deparlment of
Education under which funds are allocated on a formula basis. Each charter school will receive such funds for which it is eligible.

% ill. SIGNATURES s

SRS { R

&t

Wy Ay ST S Y s el
ation provided in the appiication is true and correct to the best of our knowledge.

Y m;(;ﬁe?infa}

R : ok et
Signature of District AdmirfistratéICh g Authority Official Date Signed
oy (1827

Signature of Scheol Board Clerk . Dale Signed

..
s #

%MW J /2789

Colfection of this info@a(an is’a requi {ment of Public Law 103-382, Title X: Part C: Public Charter Schools Program,
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Page 2 P1-9600-p
‘ ' . <% V. CERTIFICATION AND ENTITLEMENT o o :

Must be submitted for discretionary projects only. However, agencies receiving funds under any of the other grant programs must collect this
certificate whenever they enter into a covered Iransaction with a grantee. {Refer o instructions for more information.)

' Certification Regarding
Debarment, Suspension, Inetigibifity, and Voluntary Exclusion

Lower Tier Covered Transactions

' This cerlification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12548, Debarment and Suspension, 34 CFR Part 85, Section 85.510,
| Participants' responsibiliies. The regulations were published as Part VI of the May 26, 1988, Federal Register (pages 19160-19211). Copies of the
| regulations may be obtained by contacting the person to which this proposal is submitted. :

1. The prospective lowar tier paricipants certifies, by subrnission of this proposal, thal neither it nor its principals are presently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal department or
agency. . i

2. Where the prospective fower tier participant ié unable to cerlify to any of the staternents in this certification, such prospective participant shali
attach an explanation to this proposal.

LEAIAQencleompany Name

-Appleton Area School District
“Name and Title of Authorized Representative

thomas G, Scullen, Ed.D. _perintendent

: ?gn:jZm. /M | | Dal/ter)—/o/-*?’/

{ , INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTIFICATION
By signing and submitling this proposal, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the tertification set cut batow.

' debarment,

The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the
prospeclive lower ltier participant learns that its cerfification was erronecus when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed
circumstances,

| The terms “covered transaction,” "debarred,” "suspended,” "ineligible,” “lower tier covered transaction,® “participant,” "person,” "primary covered
transaction,” “principal,” "proposal.” and "voluntarily excluded,” as used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and coverage
. sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549, You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a

-zopy of those regulations,

Fhe prospeclive lower tier participant agrees by submilling this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be enlered into, it shall not
cnowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
Jarticipation in this covered transaclion, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated,

“he prospective lower lier padicipant further agrees by submilting this proposal that it will include the clause titled "Cerfification Regarding
Jebarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” without modification, in all lower tier covered
"ansactions and in all sclicitations for lower tier covered lransactions.

- participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospeclive participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not
etarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A participant

onpracurement List {202-786-0688).

cthing contained in the faregoing shail be constrsed to require establishment of a system of records in ofder to render in good faith the certification
- wquired by this clause. The knowledge and information of 3 participant is not required to exceed that which is normaily possessed by a prudent
* 2rson in the ordinary course of business dealings.

l. 2002 Charter School Planning Phase Funds
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CHARTER SCHOOL PLANNING PHASE SUBGRANT APPLICATION

WISCONSIN CONNECTIONS ACADEMY
' EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Wisconsin Connections Academy (WCA) is being planned with Appleton Area School District (AASD) and
Sylvan Ventures, an entity of Sylvan Leaming Systems which invests in and provides support to emerging
technology companies in the education and training marketplace.

The mission of WCA is to help each student maximize his or her potential and meet the highest performance
standards through a vniquely individualized leamning program that combines the best in virtual education with
very real connections among students, family, teachers, and the community. Through its innovative partnership
with the public schools, WCA serves parents, students and teachers who seek an alternative to the conventional

classroom. -

WCA is a “school without walls” that will ultimately serve K through 8% grade students, with a possibility of
extending through 12th grade, from their families® preferred alternate place for leaming—such as the home or

a community setting.

WCA has already completed the following planning activities: research and consultation with Wisconsin -
charter school experts (including participation in charter school conference); the development of the basic
school design; initial research regarding target populations; and foundational work on curriculum and
technology. .

With the planning grant, the following activities will be undertaken: market research and recruitment planning;
contract and charter development; outreach to consortinm districts; curriculum correlation and development;
technology development and testing; and other planning and promotional activities targeted-at preparing WCA
for a successful opening in the Fal] of 2002. ) -

WCA is both “high tech” and “high touch.” Instruction will be delivered to the student via a computer that has
been provided at no cost to the student by WCA and configured with appropriate software, Internet connection
and diagnostic tools for aiding in technical support. Additionally, the computer will be the basic organizational
device for assessing, managing and tracking the student’s learning on- and offline. ‘

At the same time, each WCA student has adult “co-learners” committed to his or her educational achievement:
a parent or other caring adult on site in the learning location, and a WCA teacher who communicates via
phone, computer and other advanced technologies with the parent and student to develop and monitor a
“Personalized Learning Plan.” This Plan is custom tailored to the needs of the student as related to the state
curriculum standards and as determined by multiple measures including WCA assessments, standardized test
data, and student/parent/teacher observations. The ultimate focus of the Personalized Learning Plan wiil be
mastery of curriculum standards as measured by the state’s end of grade and gateway assessments, on which
WCA students will be prepared to excel. .

WCA also links each student to the online community of learners in the school and the real world community
for hands-on learning experiences. Students will demonstrate their acquisition of basic skills through
collaborative projects with fellow WCA students organized around areas of interest and identified needs in the
community. These projects will allow students an opportunity to come together for a focused purpose that
specifically relates to their learning and provides beneficial social interaction with their peers.

WCA provides an innovative approach to reaching students who are not thnving, for a variety of reasons, in

itiona] educational settings. By focusing on a standards-based curriculum designed specifically to meet the
individual needs of students and delivered in a manner that in most cases is one-to-one instruction, WCA will
provide every type of leamer with an opportunity to progress to high levels of achievement at Jjust the right

pace.
Contact Information: Pat Laystrom, 1059 Markus Ct., Lake Zurich, IL 60047; 847-726-3937 office;
laystrom(@earthlink.net '

7
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Wisconsin Connections Academy March 11, 2002

around the state beginning in late J anuary 2002. More than 800 parents attended our
Open Houses, and 495 Open Enrollment applications were filed with AASD as of

e Kids who are homebound due to illness or disability

* students in group homes or mnstitutions

* “exceptional” children who are far ahead of or far behind their peers in school

* students whose families have opted for a home school environment

* youngpeople pursuing artistic or athletic careers that require a flexible school

... Schedyle =, . L L .

" students at risk of academic failure who may particularly benefit from
intensive, personalized Instruction

* kids in very isolated rural areas,

While Wisconsin Connections Academy can servé a wide variety of students well, it
is not for everyone. It requires a real commitment by students and their parents.

3. What will be the make-up of the enrollment?
a. What tota] enrollment is targeted?

The total enrollment of WCA is targeted at approximately 400 students in school
year 2002-2003 to as many as 4,000 in school year 2007-2008. Applications wil]
.. .beaccepted for students entering grades K-8 for the school year 2002-03, '
R Although WCA anticipates having the capability of serving grades 9-12 in the
future, it is also committed to exploring partnerships with local virtua) high school
efforts to offer the complete grade range.

b- What process will be useq to enroll students?

approval,
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Open Houses/community meetings
* providing multiple Open House informational sessions at various days and
times throughout the Fox Cities and surrounding areas, as well as other
parts of the state. (The Wd around the state prior
to the 2002 Open Enrollment period attracted more that 800 attendees.)
* providing informational sessions and posting flyers at community centers

and public libraries throughout the Appleton area and in selected
communities around the state

School district referrals and outreach
* briefing AASD and other district administrators and guidance personnel
on WCA as an alternative for students who might benefit from
individualized instruction in a non-classroom setting
.. *. Teaching out to othér districts directly and via the Wisconsin Department
" of Public Instruction and the Wisconsin Charter Schools Associafio
———
Media outreach ,
* participating in talk shows and providing newsfeeds to local radio and
television outlets
* advertising in and providing newsfeeds to local newspapers
* advertising on and providing newsfeeds to community-focused web sites

d. How will the charter reflect the diversity of the commﬁnity?

Wisconsin Connections Academy will actively recruit students from low-income
families and from the Hispanic, Hmong, Native American, African American, and

- other ethnic communities in the Fox Valley via the marketing and oufreach efforts
described above. WCA will strive to have a socioeconomic/demographic balance -
that reflects the AASD community.

e. Willa special segment of the school population be targeted?

As described in 2 above, Wisconsin Connections Academy is ideally suited for
homebound students, children in group homes or institutions, learning disabled
and gifted children, home school families, professional performers and athletes,
at-risk students, children in remote rural are3s, and others who may seek an

alternative f6 the conventional “bricks and mortar” classroom.

f. How will students with special needs be accommodated?

WCA is committed to serving children with disabilities whether such children are
currently or newly identified as children with disabilities. Through a combination
of appropriate certifications among our core Wisconsin-based teaching staff,
contracts with local school districts, and expertise in our centralized education
resource center, WCA will be able to meet the needs of special learners. In
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In order to ensure that students are progressing through their PLPs, the WCA

team will log students’ efforts on every assignment and activity. This logging
of student work will take place through the combination of system-monitored
time spent on online activities and recording of offline activities and progress

by the leaming coach and teacher. '

A flexible learning day and year. ‘

Because Wisconsin Connections Academy includes a combination “real-time”
(synchronous) learning experiences and “flex-time” (asynchronous) activities,
students and their learing coaches can structure the school day flexibly to
best meet the student’s learning needs. An activity originally expected to
account for one hour of a student’s day for three days running can be extended
to three hours in one day if the task proves absorbing; conversely, a concept
expected to take a week' of work may be mastered in a day.

Students and their learning coaches can also call on teaching resources as

‘needed during their flexible learning day. Their WCA teacher will be on hand

during the regular school day to respond to requests as well as to consult about
student progress and suggest tailored learning activities. After the regular
school day, WCA’s educational resource counselors are available via email,
chat and phone to answer student questions, and support the learning coaches.

In addition, Wisconsin Connections Academy will employ a year-round
option that provides calibrated leaming resources during the summer months
for families who would like to extend the traditional school calendar.

A complete “co-learner” team focused on each learner’s success.
e . R

At Wisconsin Connections Academy, students and their parents/guardians are
not passive recipients of education but instead actively engaged and fully
committed members of the learning team along with the certified teaching
staff. Research (Christenson et al, Drake, Heymann) has shown that the true
success of any instructional program depends on both student commitment
and parent involvement, and both are essential elements of every WCA
learning activity. While the learning coach may be any adult responsible for
the student’s care—group home staff member, community worker, foster
parent, parent, or grandparent—that person’s commitment to the WCA -
learning process cannot be compromised. The same is true of the WCA
teachers and the students themselves. In addition, through group projects and
interaction both online and offline, fellow WCA students serve as peer
members of one another’s co-learner teams. And finally, the community
connection ensures that students will also benefit from involvement with
mentors and community resources. (See Appendix B for Instructional Model.)

’ | u At
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Wisconsin Connections Academy

the following local measures, assessments and Standardized tests to measure pupil
progress under Sec. 118.01, Stats.:

* Ongoing Informal Quantitative Assessment: During each phase of their
curriculum mastery, students will engage in objective assessments such as
quizzes and scored exercises. Student performance on these assessments, as
monitored by WCA teachers and learning coaches; helps gauge mastery and
set the pace of instruction or remediation.

*  Ongoing Informal Qualitative Assessment; Student pro gress cannot be
measured simply through standardized tests, and therefore WCA students will
maintain portfolios of their work in all subject areas. Teachers will review
these portfolios on a regular basis, using detailed comments and scoring on
the appropriate rubric to help the student and parent understand the strengths
and areas for improvement iri the work. The portfolio assessment becomes an
integral part of the student’s overall evaluation. '

Periodic Formal Assessment- Internal: WCA has licensed the EdVISION
standards- and standardized-test correlated assessment series as part of the -
ongoing WCA assessment program. Administered several times during the
school year, these assessments provide an “early read” on a student’s ultimate
performance on the Wisconsin Student Assessment System—and provide
multiple opportunities for remediation. :

Periodic Formal Assessment- External: WCA will use external assessments
both to validate student progress against outside standards and to make the
school accountable to all stakeholders- students, parents, and the larger
community. WCA is dedicated to meeting and exceeding all of Wisconsin’s
‘goals and grade level requirements as stated in Wisconsin statutes §118.30,
Pupil Assessment. The WCA will participate in the Wisconsin Student
Assessment System (WSAS). WSAS includes testing in grades four, eight,

‘ and ten (incremental CTB Terra Nova-based tests) in Language Arts,
Mathematics, Reading, Science, Social Studies, and Writing. Results on these
assessments will be reported Publicly through the Department of Public

the WCA administration will use the data from the Wisconsin Information
Network for Successful Schools (WINSS) website to evaluate school-wide
progress and make adjustments to the program accordingly.

H

e. How will student progress be communicated to parents/guardians?
——

As learning coaches (or those who oversee a des; gnated learning coach),
parents/guardians will be intimately familiar with their child’s progress on a day-
to-day basis at WCA. In addition, teachers and staff wil] employ PLP-based

Progress reports to communicate students’ academic achfeveﬂm!w}nts and
heir Ieaming coaches. Students wil] also be responsible for individual seif-
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reflection and assessment of performance against their PLPs. In addition, WCA
will participate in the annual School Performance Report (SPR).

f,. Describe how discipline will be dealt with at the school. What is the discipline
plan? : )

Appropriate conduct is expected of all students at Wisconsin Connections
Academy. Students at the WCA are guaranteed due process of law as required by
the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution. The student’s code of conduct
will be explained in the school’s Student and Parent Handbook and includes steps

to be followed in the event of misbehavior.

Violations that may lead to suspensmn include, but are not limited to, the
followmg breaches of conduct

« Cheating on tests or daily work: A student who knowingly participates
in copying, using another student’s work and representing it as his or her
own (for example, students transmitting their work electronically for
another student’s use), or who provides other students with test answers or
answer keys, or otherwise uses unauthorized materials in an assignment or

assessment situation.

« Abusive conduct: A student who uses or engages in using abusive
language or conduct in the presence of others in person or electronically.

» Vandalism: A student who intentionally damages or destroys school
property or records (physical or electronic). In these instances the school
reserves the right to contact the proper law enforcement agency.

» Theft and robbery: A student who takes money or other property
(physical or electronic) with the intent to deprive another person or the
school of that property. - The threat or the use of force or violence is
considered a serious breach of conduct. In these instances the school
reserves the right to contact the proper law enforcement agency.

» Sexual harassment: A student who subjects another to any unwelcome
sexual advances including verbal harassment, unwelcome or inappropriate
touching, or suggestlons requests, or demands for sexual favors

Violations that may iead to expulsion mclude but are not limited to, any behavior
that indicates that a student is a serious threat to the safety of others, possession of
firearms, dangerous weapons, bombs, or explosives, criminal behavior, arson,
possession of or sale of controlled substances or paraphernalia. Suspensions or
expulsions for children designated as exceptional follow all appropriate state and
federal policies, regulations, and laws.

- H
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WCA will not discipline pupils protected under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 794 (sec. 504), the Individuals with Disabilities 1 in
Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 1400 et. seq. (IDEA), the American with Disabilities
Act, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et. seq. (ADA) unless WCA complies with the requirements
of those acts. Section 118.31, Stats., which prohibits corporal punishment of
pupils, shall apply to WCA. Sections 118.32 and 948.50, Stats., wpich prohibit a
strip search of a pupil, shall also apply to WCA.

5. [Omitted in AASD Charter School Guidelines]
6. What is the relaticnship with the District goals?

a. In what manner and how often will a report on student progress in mandated

Because Wisconsin Connections Academy is a charter school, accountability 1s
inherent in our demgn Specifically, we will report to the Board of Education and

the commumty in the following ways:

o Student Testing: As noted above, WCA is dedicated to meeting and

- exceeding all of Wisconsin’s goals and grade level requirements as stated in
Wisconsin statute 118.30, Pupil Assessment. Results on mandated
assessments will be communicated directly to WCA parents and reported
publicly, as they are received, through the Department of Public Instruction
and the AASD Board of Education. WCA will participate in the annual
School Performance Report (SPR); in addition, WCA administrators and
teachers will use the data from the Wisconsin Information Network for

* Successful Schools (WINSS) website to evaluate school-wide progrcss a.nd
make adjustments to the program accordmgly

o School-wide Performance Evaluation: While student progress is being
assessed on an individual basis, the NAS Board and Administrator wili
evaluate school-wide performance, using this information'to make the
necessary adjustments to ensure that WCA fulfills its mission and goals.
School success will be assessed according to a variety of measures, including

“student assessment results, parent and student feedback, and additional
quantitative metrics (enrollment, drop-out rates, learning coach participation,
and post-secondary matriculation, etc.). In addition, the WCA Board may
contract with an outside evaluator (such as a university) to assess the school’s
overall performance against its mission. Results of these evaluations will be
reported to the AASD Board of Directors and will be made pubhc through
WCA’s annual report.
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Instructional/Staff Developiment ‘
WCA will deveiop a program of instruction that will be delivered by teachers
employed by the AASD and by other specialists provided directly with the WCA
as outlined in the charter submission. All personnel with direct contact with
parents or teachers will be trained in the WCA protocols. All instructional staff
employed or contracted by the AADS or WCA will receive orientation training of
not less then two weeks nor more than four weeks upon hiring. In addition,
contmnuing professional development will be provided according to the charter

submission.

Student and Teacher Services _ _
/All stadents and teachers will be provided with the instructional materials as

outlined in the charter submission, including a substantial text-based curriculum.
All reusable instructional materials are the property of WCA or its contractor and
will be returned when the studerit ot teaclier leaves the school: In additional to the
print-based instructional materials, students will receive their choice of a laptop
computer per student or a desktop computer per family. Students will receive a
~ stipend equal to the cost of the monthly Internet access provider selected by WCA
that will be used to purchase new Intemet access or to pay towards an existing
service. Students without a phone line from economically disadvantaged
households will receive a stipend to purchase telephone service. The hardware
configuration and software provided will be updated from time to time based on
~the instructional program. The initial software provided will include Outlook
. Today® by Microsoft Corporation, the Microsoft Office Suite®, Microsoft
Encarta® and an Internet filter. The hardware and software provided will be the
property of WCA or its contractor and will be returned when the student leaves

the school.

AASD-Provided Services

The Appleton Area School District will provide Wisconsin-certified and
appropriately credentialed teachers for WCA. Each teacher will be responsible for 50
students, working one-on-on and in small groups via email, telephone, online chat,
and other means. Each teacher will work no more than 369 minutes per day (305
.minutes per day in direct interaction with students and 64 minutes per day in planning
and administrative activities relating to student instruction), with work start and end
times and fofal work days as specified in the collective bargaining agreement between

AASD and AEA. ’

AASD will also provide the following services: .
* Preparing and submitting student reports as are required by the AASD
charter and the DPI
* /Operating an administrative office of not less than 1,500 square feet to be
located within the Appleton school district
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» Distributing and maintaining materials and supplies to teachers, inciuding
office supplies and technology tools (hardware, software, and Internet
connection)

¢ Providing technical support and maintenance (for warranty repairs) of any
computer hardware or software provided to teachers by the AASD.

2. Describe the anticipated financial support from the District and other sources.

As stated above, the total cost of WCA contracted services is $3,499 per pupil, not
including teachers provided by AASD. This fee will be netted by AASD from state
funding for'students enrolling through the Open Enrollment program, and from the
usual per pupll aliocation for AASD’s own students. As WCA’'s em'ollmcnt Lrows, so
does the accumulated retamed revenue for AASD

3. In what manner will the financial operations be audited and communicated to
the Board of Education?

WCA will submit to all financial audits and comply with all audit procedures and
requirements specified in its charter contract with the AASD Board. Within a number

.- of days after the end of each school year agreed upon by the AASD Board, WCA will
submit a complete set of financial statements including Balance Sheet, Income
Statement, and Statement of Cash Flows together with full footnote disclosures 1 in
ammccountlng principles and using full accrual -
accounting. In addition, the Audit Committee of the school (made up of board
members, Advisory Council members, parents and teachers) will be responsible for
obtaining an independent financial audit of all of the school’s financial operations on
an annual basis. : '
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and Family Services within the prescribed time. The school wiil maintain records
of student immunization certificates, which will be open to inspection by the
Department of Public Health.

In the virtual setting, students are required to provide their own lunches and
snacks. When students congregate within the community, students will be
required to provide their own lunches and snacks also. In the event the school
decides to alter this course of action, appropriate Department of Health and
Family Services officials will be consulted to make sure the school follows all

applicable codes and regulations regarding food service.
h]

-

2. How will the program be administered and what structure will be used to deal
with operational issues? :

a. How will issues and concerns involving students, parents/guardlaus and staff
be resolved?

Recognizing the unique nature of its educational delivery model, WCA will
develop a multilevel approach to address any issues or concerns of WCA
community members. Under this approach, communication will be the key to
resolving community member concerns. Access to instructors and administration
will be facilitated through traditional and technological means. WCA will also
develop, in consultation with AASD, a complete procedure for resolving issues,
concermns and disputes with all members of the WCA community. (See paragraph
3(b), below, for a discussion of policies bearing on disciplinary matters).
Procedures will include clear guidelines for determining which issues should be
considered by the AASD school board, School Director and which require the
involvement of the Board of Trustees. Procedures will also provide for a stepped
resolution system for issues not satisfactorily resolved in the forum where they are

originally considered.
b. What is the expected governance structure of the school?

The Wisconsin Connections Academy Board of Directors (“Board™), comprised
of representatives from the parent, teacher, business, and social services
community, governs WCA. These Board members will serve on a voluntary basis
without financial compensation. When choosing the remaining board members,
the founders’ first priority is to ensure potential members are committed to the
school’s mission. In addition, the founders will evaluate the potential members’
credibility and integrity within the community. Finally, the founders will
consider members’ professional, educational, and practical experience.

The WCA Board is responsible for ensuring that the terms of this contract with
the Appleton Area School District are fulfilled-In addition, the Board will ensure
that the virtual nature of WCA'’s charter is in strict compliance with Wisconsin’s
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Wisconsin Weekend Package

BRENT KILLACKEY
Associated Press

FRANKSVILLE, Wis. - Eight-year-old Maddie Hintz needs only to step out of her bedroor
down the hall and grab a seat at the kitchen table to start the school day,

Maddie, a second-grader working on third-grade material, does her learning at home in F

On a recent morning, instructor Ginny Hintz - Maddie's mother - started the day with a le
contractions.

"What does isn't stand for?" Hintz asked.

“Is not,” Maddie replied quickly and confidently.

At first glance, this appears to be a typical home-school setting.
It isn't - or is not, to draw from Maddie's lesson on contractions,

Maddie is a public school student enrolled in the Wisconsin Connections Academy, one of
number of virtual public schools in Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Connections Academy and the 12 other virtual school programs in the stat
T ——— " - ——
computers and the Internet to provide an alternative educational option.

Some schools rely heavily on the Internet to deliver lessons. The Wisconsin Connections /
which is a charter school of the Appleton Schoot District, relies on the Internet primarily t
lesson plans to parents, who work with their children with traditional textbooks and works

"There is very little you actually do on the computer,” Hintz said.

Hintz was home-schooling her children prior to discovering the virtual school a few years
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stilt offered flexibility, but also provided a curriculum, access to licensed teachers and test
no cost because it was a public school program, she said. The school even provides a con
Internet stipend:

"And of course, the most wonderful thing of all, they planned the day for me," Hintz said.
lessons are outlined on the school's Web site.

The accountability involved in public education remains embedded in the program -~ grade
attendance, adequate progress and participation in state standardized testing, according
Schweitzer, principal of the Wisconsin Connections Academy.

"All of those accountability features are still woven into our school, they're just done a litt
differentiy," Schweitzer said.

1
The K-8 school has just under 500 students from communities all over Wisconsin enrolled
Schweitzer said. Ten teachers and a principal stay in touch with students by e-mail, occas
phone calls and notes on the many assignments that must be mailed back,

"For me, it's just been so much more heipful to have someone other than theijr mom writi
good comments and the negative comments {on assignments)," Hintz said.

The spread of computer technology and availability of the Internet have spawned the gro
virtual schools, particularly at the high school level where students are adept at using tec

"Virtual schools typically around the country are looking to double or triple their enrolimer
annually,” said Heidi Laabs, director of curricufum and instruction in the Waukesha Schoo

—

Waukesha opened the virtual doors on the IQ Academies this school year. The school has
students. It's expecting 500 to 750 next year.

"Kids who enter this program get School District of Waukesha content, taught by School [
Waukesha teachers and they will get a School District of Waukesha diploma," Laabs said.

It provides an option for home-school families challenged by high school subjects, studen
chronic illnesses, social issues or those who find it difficult to attend a traditional school, {

The state Department of Public Instruction will pay tuition for those who chose a virtual
to the Feb. 25 deadline for open enrollment. Students have until June to make a final dec
about attending.

Hintz said the Wisconsin Connections Academy isn't for everyone. It's a big commitment,
the help provided by the school.

But Hintz said that for her, it's worth it.

"The kids don't know any differently,” Hintz said. "But I really do hope they look back on
years as good times and something to remember, because I sure will."
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Semifinalists set for interviews

Wednesday, March 30, 2005

By NANCY H. GONTER
ngonter@repub.com

NORTHAMPTON - The interim superintendént, an Amherst man who is a superintendent in the
Berkshires and a Wisconsin superintendent will be interviewed by the Schoo! Committee April 12
for the superintendent's job here.

School officials yesterday released the names of the three semifinalists whose names were
forwarded to the School Committee last Thursday.

They are: Isabelina Rodriguez Babcock of Springfield, who was pupil services director before
being made acting and then interim superintendent last summer; John D. Barry of Amherst, who
has been the superintendent of the North Berkshire School Union in North Adams since 1999;
and William R, Harbron of Appleton, Wis., the superintendent of the Northern Ozaukce School
District in Fredonia, Wis., since 2002.

—

School officials said there were eight applicants for the post. The screening committee
interviewed five of them and forwarded the names of the three semifinalists to the full committee.

The Aprit 12 interviews will take place at John F. Kennedy Middie School's community room,
starting at 5:30 p.m. with Barry, continuing at 6:45 p.m. with Harbron and concluding at 8 p.m.
with Babcock,

School committee vice chair Lucy Hartry said the public is encouraged to attend the interviews,
although there will be no opportunity for the public to pose questions, :

What will happen following the interviews is undecided. it is possible that if the committee wants
to select Babcock as superintendent that she could be hired that night, Hartry said.

However, the committee may decide to hold meetings where the community can meet
candidates and visiting the school districts where the outside candidates work, Hartry said.

"We'll decide after we interview if we want to pursue that,” she said.
Both Harbron and Barry said they have applied for superintendent jobs in other districts.

Barry, 52, who served as vice principal of Northampton High School 1986-1989, is a finalist for
the job of Hatfield schoo! superintendent. He will be interviewed there again April 4.

In an interview yesterday, he said he is looking for a change. Barry, who served as principal of
Tantasqua Regional Junior High School in Sturbridge from 1990-1999, said he would like to be a
part of Northampton schools.

"It's a vibrant community and the School Department reflects that," said Barry, who has lived in

A/
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Amherst 12 years.

Harbron, 54, a native of Ohio, said he has applied for "a number” of positions of superintendent
in districts with enroliments between 2,500-8,000 students.

are served through a "virtual” charter school.

CHis current district has 850 of what he calls *brick-and-mortar” students and 600 students who)

Babcock, who started her career as a special education teacher in Springfield schools in 1985,
came to Northampton schools as special education director in 1994. In 1999, she became pupil
services director, and served briefly as acting superintendent in the fall of 2003.

She again became acting superintendent in June 2004 after then-superintendent Michael A.
Cosgriff was arrested on improper gun storage charges. When he resigned in August, she was
given a 10 month contract as interim superintendent,

Copyright 2005 MassLive.com. All Rights Reserved.

Page 2 of 2




JS Online: School gets a virtual flood of applications Page 1 of 2

-
_JS_()L_]IHQ_ www jsonline.com Return to regular view

M 1 LWAUKETE

JOURNAL SENTIN

Original URL: _l:trp:/.’\w_.\_-;'y_._—'._iscmfine.comfnews."mcg'o,r';rugg_()__i/3_0,1(2@@5p

School gets a virtual flood of applications
Nearly 1,000 students apply to Waukesha choice high school in which studies are online

By AMY HETZNER
ahetzner@journalsentinel.com

Posted: March 4, 2005

1

Waukesha - Nearly 1,000 students statewide have applied to attend the Waukesha School District's virtual high school, raising
school administrators' expectations that enrollment could hit 750 in the school's second year. '

That figure would be triple the school's current enroliment.

All of the 975 applications came through the state's open enrollment public school choice program from students who reside
outside Waukesha, Under that program, state aid is transferred from the students’ home school districts to the Waukesha district to

pay for their education.

“We're absolutely thrilled with the response that we've gotten," said Heidi Laabs, Waukesha's executive director of curriculum and
instruction, who was one of a half-dozen people who made nearly 60 presentations for the school around the state over the past
month. Laabs said she was interviewed about iQ Academies at Wisconsin, as the school is called, for about 12 television '
broadcasts and 24 radio broadcasts as part of the public relations whirlwind. —

Just because they apply doesn't mean the students will attend, however, which is why the district is banking on only about 60% of
the students signing up for classes in the fall. School officials also expect to re-enroll about 150 of their current students for next

school year,

If the school continues to grow, it could swell to 1,500 students by its third year, making it as large as one of Waukesha's three, .
brick-and-mortar high schools, Superintendent David Schmidt said. Because all of the instruction is done remotely, over district-
paid computers sent to the students’ homes, space isn't 2 restriction.

"We anticipate that we'll continue to grow, and I don't think there's any limit on how large we can grow,"” Schmidt said.

The interest in online education is increasing nationwide, as well.

According to a study released Thursday by the U.S. Department of Education, about 36% of public school districts had students
enrolled in distance education courses in 2002-'03. The Internet was cited as one of the most common ways that students gain

access to such courses.

Two other virtual schools in Wisconsin that market heavily to open-enrollment students also brought in large numbers of
applications for next school year - 700 for the Appleton School District’s Wisconsin Connections Academy and more than 800 for
the Northern Ozaukee School District's Wisconsin Virtual Academy. Wisconsin Connections Academy opened in 2002; WIVA

started the following year.

But both of those schools are for students who are elementary- or middle-school age and rely on parent participation. They also
can get duplicate applications, with the same student applying to both schoals, making it hard to estimate fall enrollment,

Connections Academy Principal Nichole Schweitzer said.

The reason applications for Waukesha's virtual school outpaced its predecessors is probably tied to its high-schootl status, leaders
with both elementary virtual schools said. No other district in the state has a comprehensive online charter school to compete with

A




JS Online: School gets a virtual flood of applications Page 2 of 2

Waukesha's, Northern Ozaukee Superintendent William Harbron said.

In addition, Schweitzer said, parents might be more willing to sign up their children for a cyber high school than one for
elementary kids,

“There's only so many people that want to do this kind of schooling, so many parents who want to stay home and not have
complete control," she said.

For as high-tech as virtual schooling is, however, Waukesha officials believe something more old-fashioned may be responsible
for their school's early success - word of mouth.

At all the workshops she attended, Laabs said, it was always the favorable comments from the school's students that had the
biggest impact.

One of those students was Chris Wieber, 2 I6—year-o1|d sophomore at iQ whose family pulled him from Mukwonago High School
midway through his freshman year.

Waukesha's virtual school has allowed Wieber to avoid fnany of the social and organizational problems that led to his bad grades
at Mukwonago, said his mother, Marilec Wieber. And the fact that it has accredited teachers and offers a diploma will give him a

chance at higher education, she said. .
"I'm really impressed with iQ," she said. "He has improved 100 percent from the face-to-face school.”

The reasons parents and students seek out virtual education vary. Stories such as Chris Wieber's were common among the parents
who attended the school's information sessions, his mother said.

"There's 2 lérgc pool out there of people who, for whatever reason, are not finding the traditional education system meeting their
needs," said Tom Young, an iQ Academies science teacher who taught physics at Waukesha South High School until last year.
"There are things we can do very well for students and things we can't do well.”

Even though Waukesha is bringing in more state aid because of its virtual school, the district is reviewing some of its early
financial projections, which showed the school could give the district nearly $3 million by 2008-'09. Since starting up last year, the
school has run into unexpected expenses, such as the need to add staff for special education and counseling, Schmidt said. The
district also spent about $150,000 to market the school this year.

T T — — e
Because of the uncertainty about the school, Schmidt said, the district would not be able to rely on it tosave it from its budget
deficits, which are projected to cause millions of dollars of program cuts in coming years.

"We've decided, administratively, we're not going to bank on things that you don't control,” Schmidt said. “Banking on open-
enrollment kids is risky business."

From the March 5, 2005, editions of the Milwaukee Joumnal Sentine]
Get the Journal Sentinel delivered to your home. Subscribe now.
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This teacher reaches out

By Ann Montgomery
Daily News staff writer

Online students iink up all over state
1

Tom Young has a morning routine that would
make him the envy of most teachers.

The Beloit educator of almost 30 years
doesn't need to wake early to get himself
ready for the school day. Instead, he
wanders to his basement, flips on a
computer and looks over the day's lessons.
He does not teach within the time limits of
ringing bells or deal with classroom
interruption,

Staff photo by Mark Boxley

Sitting in his Beloit home's basement office, teacher Tom Young

Young is the only fuli-time teacher at the explains how a typical day at a virtual high school goes. Young is

state's largest virtual high schoal. the only full-time teacher at Wisconsin's largest virtual high
school, iQ Academies.- Hanging behind Young is a map of the

iQ Academies at Wisconsin and Youn g are state showing the locations of different students who attend the

making waves this school year as about 250 School.

students make their way through the school's first year with full-time enrollment. Offered through the School -
‘District of Waukesha, the charter school offers classes via the Internet in every school subject except physical

education and art,

But he is a sort of pioneer.

“I like it. I've always been an innovator, and to be on the front edge of this is really something,” Young said while
sitting in a room in his West Grand Avenue home that doubles as his office.

Young came to Beloit in the 1970s to attend Beloit College. He studied education, and shartly after student
teaching at Beloit Memorial High School, he was offered his first full-time teaching job in the science department.
He stayed at BMHS for 16 years before taking a job at Northwestern Military Academy in Lake Geneva, When
that school closed, he applied with the Waukesha School District, the same district he attended as a teenager, He
spent the next 10 years teaching science at Waukesha South High School before agreeing to make the jump to
teaching through the district's virtual charter school.

Young has traded the hour-long commute to Waukesha for a simple trip to his basement. With only a few text
books surrounding him and a state map showing where all his students are, the educator spends his days
teaching earth science, biology, chemistry and physics te about 200 of the school's students.

He explained about half of the school's students are home schoolers who have outgrown their parent's teaching
capabilities. " —

"“They're looking for curriculum help," Young said, adding science is especially difficult for parents to teach to
home schoolers.
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Others enroll in the iQ Academies because they need the flexibility. Young said some of the students are semi-
professional athletes, such as ice skaters, who need time during the day to practice and would rather take
classes late in the afternoon or at night. He's even instructed a few models and musicians, as well as students
with disabilities.

“Virtual education is billed as anytime anywhere. The only thing you need is a computer and a connection,” he
said.

All students enrolled in iQ Academies receive a laptop computer, printer and Internet connection through the
School District of Waukesha. Text books and other classroom materials are aiso provided through the school
district, Young explained.

To be a part of a class, students need to simply log on to the iQ web page and find their way to the class in which
they are enrolled. A 36-week syllabus is provided at the beginning of the school year, and day-by-day
instructions follow. Young is available via e-mail to guide students through their studies and to answer questions.
He also hosts "office hours" during the day by going online and, much like logging onto a chat room, chatting
with students. The office hours are used to discuss classroom work, to allow students to see each other's work,
and for Young to took over their work.

Young said using a computer and the Internet as a teaching tool is not new to him. He's been setting up and
utilizing Web sites for his classes for years.

While Young is iQ's first full-time teacher, he is joined by a number of other teachers from the School District of
Waukesha in teaching classes to students can take full class loads. It is possibie to receive a diploma from the
virtual school, with the PE credit being replaced by community service.

While the virtuai school is based out of Waukesha, any high school student in Wisconsin id eligible to enroli
through the state's open enroliment program.

Young noted he does not have any students from Beloit enrolled in his classes, but he does have a few students
from Janesville,

The majority of students aré from the Milwaukee area, but students from all over the state are enrolled in the
school. ' -

Administrators at iQ Academies believe enrollment will grow in upcoming years as words of the school spreads.
‘They are in the process of creating a marketing plan to advertise the school, including sending the school's
teachers out to share information and answer questions about the school. Young will make three local
presentations this month, including at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 17 at the Fairfield Inn, 2784 Milwaukee Road, Beloit, and
Feb. 12 and 24 in Janesville at the Holiday Inn, 3100 Wellington Place.

Anyone interested in learning more about iQ Academies at Wisconsin can stop by and talk to Young at one of the

presentations. Information about iQ can also be found online at www.go2iq.com.
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From: <info@wivcs.org>

To: Willoughbys <yosemite@chorus.net>

Sent: Monday, February 18, 2002 8:24 AM

Subject: Re: What Curriculum will be used for 5th Graders?

Good Morning Bret,

Thanks for your interest in WIVCS. The curriculum used for all
participating grade levels will be K12. We will be offering grades K
through 5th, though grades 3rd through 5th will not be available until
September of this year. We plan to continue to increase 3 grade levels a-
year here after.

Itis your choice to decide if buying (cost $1195.00) the program directly
from us or participating in a charter school would be in the best interest

of your family. The charter schoo! would allow you to receive the same
curriculum, a computer, and a printer at no cost to you, but there would be
stipulations, mainly three: 1) Your children would be required to take
standardized test, 2} your child would have the option to skip lessons, but
they would not have the option to skip the assessment test that follows each
lesson, and 3) the assessment test will be emailed to the school to serve as
proof that the K12 curriculum is being used.

Please feel free to contact me directly at this toll free # 866-968-7512
ex.8031 if [ can answer any further questions that will assist you in making
the best decision for your family. Thanks again for your interest and make
a great day.

----- Original Message -——-

From: "Willoughbys" <yosemite@chorus.net>

To: <info@wivcs. org>

Sent. Monday, February 18, 2002 12:07 AM

Subject: What Curricuium will be used for 5th Graders?

> | see that the Virtual school is up to fifth graders. My eldest is in 5th

> grade. But the k12 program is only produced up to second grade now and
> presumably third grade next year. (My second child is in second grade
now.}

>

> Why should | sign up for the charter schoot when | can just by the program
> direct?

>

> Bret Willoughby

>

>

1
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Virtual Academy or Homeschool?

The decision to enroll in a K12® Virtual Academy or to use K12 as a
homeschooler is up to the individual family, and depends on your teaching style
and what you are looking for as an educator. _

1

K12® Virtual Academy
.\__’________-——\

Tuition free

Complete K12 curricuium
K12 standard materials*
Computer loaned at no cost*
Access to a certified teacher
Intemet reimbursement program*
Supplemental materials*
Recorded attendance
Educational outings

State assessment tests
Virtual academy community

K12® Homeschoot

e
o Complete or core curriculum
¢ Individual courses available
¢ Flexible scheduling
¢ K12 standard materials

“Included materials vary by school. See specific schools' siles for details

P Testimonials

» Community
Sample Lessons

» Planning & Progress

» Sample Daily &
Weekly Schedules

» Virtual Academy or
Homeschool?

[x1

*¢ This experience has been
absolutely phenontenal. '’

Sandy Thoipe
Chester Springs, PA
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f [Terms of Use | Privacy Palicy | Site Map 1-888-YOUR Ki2

© 2005 K12 Inc_ All figh
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Calvert ’ School

——EBducation Services -

o Education » Home
Counselors » About Calvert
o Advisory Teaching ~ * Cutriculum
Service (ATS) e Services .
o Placement Testing + Community
and Assessment _
o Textbook Exchange F! 1
e Client Services .
Shippin .
" SHPRHS Education Counselors

The Education Counselors are the core of parent support at Calvert.
Our counselors have a thorough knowledge of the entire Calvert
curriculum. You can contact them by telephone, fax, or email for ,
free support services, which are available to all our enrolled families
as well as families who are considering homeschooling with ;
Calvert. Our parents value the easy access and experienced support
our Education Counselors.

(888) 487-4652

+ CES
Homeschooling

e CES Partner
Schools

¢ Calvert School

For our families enrolled in the Advisory Teaching Service,
our Education Counselors facilitate communication between the

* ATS teacher and the family.

Questions you might ask one of our Education Counselors
include:

We are having difficulty establishing a teaching routine. Can you give me st
I don't understand how to teach equivalent fractions. Help!

My child really loves math. How can [ enhance his learning?

Can you give me a few ideas to make geography more interesting for my ch
My child is a slow worker, and our day is getting longer and longer. Any ad

* & & 9o @

Pictured (from lefi): Kris Bryant, B.A..; Jean Soyke, M.Ed., Education Counselor;
Education Counselor; Jennifer Swanson, M.S., Education Counselor; Mary-Lou S
Education Counselor.
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Calvert School: Education Counselors

Enrollment & Pricing
Request a Catalog
Order Products

Help

e Support |
Contact Us |
School Store |

Site Map |
¢ Bulletin Board |

Inspire the best in

Page 2 of 2

vour child.
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Calvert ’ School
—EBducation Services —
» Education « Home
Counselors « About Calvert
o Advisory Teaching * QH“—,‘-@L‘-@
Service (ATS) * Services
o How ATS « Community
works
o Your ATS =]
Teacher '
° i Advisory Teaching Service (ATS)
o ATS

Transcripts ~ Achieving excellence
e Placement Testing
and Assessment  To build a stronger foundation for your child’s education, Calvert offersa
o Textbook Exchange supplemental service—the Advisory Teaching Service (ATS)—that supports your

o Client Services efforts to inspire your child to reach his full potential. Qur experienced Advisory
+ Shipping Teachers are knowledgeable in child development, instructional strategies, and all

subject areas—helping the Home Teacher provide a well-rounded education.
Parents repeatedly report that ATS has been invaluable for the insightfut
comments, the consistent cycle of testing and correspondence, and the
encouraging involvement of a professional coach. Parents are welcome to use the
ATS tests included in their curriculum as an evaluation tool. However, answer
keys are not provided. Without enrollment in ATS, Calvert cannot provide a
(888) 487-4652 transcript for your child.

L + CES What would you pay for a personal tutor or coach? The hours of personal attentior
L Homeschooling ~ following make this service quite a value.
o CES Partner '
Schools
¢ Calvert School

The Value of ATS

» Proof of results to facilitate your child’s transition to other schools

« Confirmation that compositions are age-appropriate and show continuous sk
reinforcement of achieved skills

» Reinforcement of Home Teacher and encouragement of student

* Proper answers for all questions

» Certificate of Completion and transcript available to those who complete the
enrollment

» Convenient payment plans available for ATS fees.

ol
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More information about ATS

How ATS works

Your ATS teacher

ATS grade levels

ATS transcripts

Enrollment & Pricing
Request a Catalog
Order Products

Help

* Support |
Contact Us |
School Store |

Site Map |
Bulletin Board |

Inspire the best in vour child.
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Homeschooling in the United States: 2003

Slarshegl Anciysis Reoorr

Parents’ Reasons for Homeschooling

[n the earlier Parent survey conducted as part of the 1999 NHES, parents were
posed an open-ended question asking them to list their reasons for homeschooling.
Parents provided a broad range of reasons for homeschooling their children, which
were coded into 16 different categories. In 1999, three reasons for homeschocling
were the most frequently cited: 49 percent of homeschooled students had parents
who cited the ability to give their child a better education, 38 percent had parents who
cited religious reasons, and 26 percent had parents who cited a poor leaming
environment at schoo! {Bielick, Chandier, & Broughman 2001 ).

While the 1999 survey was able to provide a context for why parents were
homeschooling their children, it had two main limitations. First, when faced with an
cpen-ended question, parents may not have recalled or responded with all of the
reasons for homeschooling thai were applicable to their situation. Second, parents
were not specifically asked to report their primary reason for homeschooling.
Guestionnaire items in the 2003 collection were designed to address these
limitations. The 2003 survey presented parents with a series of questions asking
them whether particular reasons for homeschooling applied to them (table 4). Parents. .
were then asked which of those applicable reasons was their most important reason
for homeschooling.

The reason for homeschooling that was most frequently cited as being applicable
was concern about the envirenment of other schools including safety, drugs, or
negative peer pressure. Eighty-five percent of homeschooled students were being
homeschooled, in part, because of their parents’ concern about the environment of
other schools. The next two reasons for homeschooling most frequently cited as
applicable were W provide religious or moral instruction (72 percent) and

gissatistaction with academic instruction at other schools (68 percent).

Parents were asked which of the reasons they homeschooled was the most
important reason. Figure 2 and table 4 show the most important reasons students
were being homeschooled in 2003, as reported by parents of homeschooled
students. Concern about the environment of other schools and to provide religious or
moral instruction were the to most i reasons cited. About a third of
mm% of other schools as
their most important reason for homeschooling (31 percent). Approximately another
third of homeschooled students had parents who were homeschooling primarily to
‘provide religious or moral instruction {30 percent). Sixteen pércent of homeschooled
students had parents whose primary reason for homeschooling was dissatisfaction
with the academic instruction available at other schools, making this the third most
common primary reason for homeschooting.

P
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Table 4. Number and percentage of homeschooled students whose parents reported particular reasons for
homeschooling as being applicable to their situation and as being their most important reason for homeschooling:

2003
Applicablet Most important

Reasons for homeschooling Number Percent Number Percent
Concern about environment of other schools? " 933,000 85.4 341,000 31.2
Dissatisfaction with academic instruction at other schools 748,000 68.2 180,000 16.5
To provide refigious or moral instruction 793,000 72.3 327,000 29.8
Child has a physical or mental heaith problem 174,000 15.9 71,000 T
Chitd has other special needs 316,000 28.9 79,000 7.2

221,000 20.1 97,000 8.8

Other reasonsd

1Percentages do not sum to 100 percent because respondents could choose more than one reason.

2These include safety, drugs, or negalive peer pressure.

3parents homeschaot their children for many reasons that are often unique to their family situation. “Other reasons” parents gave for home sehooling
include: it was the child's choice; to allow parents more control over what child was learning; and flexibitity.

NOTE: Excludes students who were enralled in school for more than 25 hours a week and students who were homeschooled only because of a
ternporary iliness.

SOURCE: U.S, Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Parent and Family Involvement in Education Survey of the 2003
National Household Education Surveys Program (NHES).
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WISCONSIN -

CONNECTIONS ACADEMY -

Appleton Area School District | 10 College Avenue, Suite 214 | Appleton, W1 | 54911 § www.connectionsacadery.orgiwi

January 18, 2002

Dear Parent:

With Wisconsin's Open Enroliment period just around the corner (February 4 - 22, 2002), | am writing to let you
know about Wisconsin Connections Academy — a new proposed charter school in our district. If you are already
home schooling your child or are seeking a more individualized educational match for your child’s learning needs,
then I urge you to learn more about Wisconsin Connections Academy.

Wisconsin Connections Academy has been established to educate your K-8 child outside of the traditional
dassroom. This new charter school provides a comprehensive education to your child at home with you, or another
adult that you designate, as your child’s Learning Coach. Wisconsin Connections Academy will provide you with
a computer, a complete set of curriculum materials and supplemental fearning materials, as well as access to
certified teachers in order to create a Personalized Learning Plan just for your child...all at no charge to you.

If your child has special talents or special needs. ..if you're grappling with how to balance school with your child’s
skating, gymnastics, or performing arts interests ...if your child is hornebound due to illness or if you've decided
to try home schooling for any reason...Wisconsin Connections Academy is for you.

You don’t have to live near Appleton to enrall in Wisconsin Connections Academy, because this school can reach
students anywhere in the state. It also offers a flexible schedule so the school day adapts to your individual needs.

You know your child best. Look over the enclosed information about Wisconsin Conniections Academy and if it
is of interest to you, follow the Open Enrollment instructions right away. This will not obligate your child to attend
Wisconsin Connections Academy—it just reserves your right to enroll no matter where you live in the state. In
addition, there will be informative open houses held in your area, please call 1-866-4WCA-HELP for more
information.

On behalf of the Appleton Area School District, thank you for all you do for your child‘s education.

Sincerely,

i

Dr. Thornas Scullen
Superintendent
Appleton Area School District
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Scholastic Achievement and Demographic Characteristics
of Home School Students in 1998

| Lawrence M. Rudner
o ERIC Clearinghouse on Assessment and Evaluation
College of Library and Information Services
University of Maryland, College Park

This article has
@ Commentary

Abstract

This report presents the results of the largest survey and testing
program for students in home schools to date. In Spring 1998, 20,760 K-
12 home school students in 11,930 families were administered either the
Towa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) or the Tests of Achievement and
Proficiency (TAP), depending on their current grade. The parents
responded to a questionnaire requesting background and demographic
information. Major findings include: the achievement test scores of this
group of home school students are exceptionally high--the median scores
were typically in the 70th to 80th percentile; 25% of home school
students are enrolled one or more grades above their age-level public and
private school peers; this group of home school parents has more formal
education than parents in the general population; the median income for

R
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home school families is significantly higher than that of all families with
children in the United States; and almost all home school students are in
married couple families. Because this was not a controlled experiment,
the study does not demonstrate that home schooling is superior to public
or private schools and the results must be interpreted with caution. The
report clearly suggests, however, that home school students do quite well
in that educational environment.

By current estimates, there are between 700,000 and 1,200,000 students enrolled
in home schools in the United States. Further, by all accounts, the movement has been
growing steadily over the past few years (Lines, 1998). Yet, there is very little scientific
literature concerning the population of home school students or even large samples of
home school students. '

This study describes the academic achievement levels and some basic
demographic characteristics of a large sample of students and their families. While the

- academic levels of home school students are described in terms of public and private
school norms, this study is not a comparison of home schools with public or private
schools. Such comparisons would be fraught with problems. Home schooling is
typically one-on-one. Public schools typically have classes with 25 to 30 students and an
extremely wide range of abilities and backgrounds. Home school parents are, by
definition, heavily involved in their children's education; the same, unfortunately, is not
true of all public or private school parents. Home schools can easily pace and adapt their
curriculum; public and private schools typically have a mandated scope and sequence.
The list of differences could continue.

This study seeks to answer 2 much more modest set of questions: Does home
schooling tend to work for those who chose to make such a commitment? That s, are
the achievement levels of home school students comparable to those of public school
students? Who is engaged in home schooling? That is, how does the home school
population differ from the general United States population?

Methods

o Bob Jones University Press Testing and Evaluation Service provides assessment
services to home school students and private schools on a fee-for-service basis. In
Sprning 1998, 39,607 home school students were contracted to take the [owa Tests of
Basic Skills (ITBS; grades K-8) or the Tests of Achievement and Proficiency (TAP;
grades 9-12). Students were given an achievement test and their parents were asked to
complete a questionnaire entitled "Voluntary Home School Demographic Survey." A
total of 20,760 students in 11,930 families provided useable questionnaires with
g - corresponding achievement tests. The achievement test and questionnaire results were
a combined to form the dataset used in this analysis.
This section provides descriptions of the achievement measures, the
questionnaires, the Bob Jones University Press Testing and Evaluation Service, and the
procedures used to develop the dataset.

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS)
Home schooled students in Grades K-8 took the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS)

Form L, published by Riverside Publishing Company, a subsidiary of Houghton Mifflin.
Developed by University of Iowa professors, the tests were designed and developed to @ L
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measure skills and standards important to growth across the curriculum in the nation's
public and private schools.

The ITBS reflects more than 50 years of test development experience and research
on measuring achievement and critical thinking skills in Reading, Language Arts,
Mathematics, Soctal Studies, Science, and Information Sources. The scope and sequence
of the content measured by the ITBS were developed after careful review of national
and state curricula and standards, current textbook series and instructional materials, and
research (Riverside, 1993).

All items were tried out and tested for ethnic, cultural, and gender bias and
fairness prior to the development of the final form of the tests. Data on a nationally
representative sample of public and private schools were collected in 1992 and-used to
form the initial national norms. The norms were updated in 1995 by Riverside.. This
study used these 1995 spring norms.

Tests of Achievement and Proficiency (TAP)

Home schooled students in Grades 9-12 took the Tests of Achievement and
Proficiency (TAP), Form L, also published by Riverside Publishing Company. The TAP
was designed and developed to measure skiils and standards important to growth across
the high school curriculum. Like the ITBS, the TAP scope and sequence were developed
after careful review of national and state curricula and standards, and current textbook
series and instructional materials. Developed as an upward extension of the ITBS, the
specifications, format, and design of the TAP tests are similar o that of the ITBS. TAP
is fully articutated with the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) Form L (Riverside, 1993).

Background Questionnaires

Background questionnaires were designed by the staff of the Home School Legal
Defense Association (HSLDA). Questions were determined by reviewing the questions
in previous surveys, prioritizing them, and selecting only those that were most germane
to the objectives of the study. Where possible, questions and responses were made to
match those used by the U.S. Census, U.S. Department of Labor and the National
Assessment of Educational Progress to facilitate comparisons of home school students
with students nationwide.

HSLDA designed the survey to be much shorter than previous survey instruments.
They also sought to pose all questions in an objective format, rather than a constructed
response format. In keeping with this approach, HSLDA worked with National
Computer Systems to design forms to be computer scanable, thereby removing the need

for manual data processing.

Bob Jones University Press Testing and Evaluation Service

The Bob Jones University (BJU) Press Testing and Evaluation Service is the
largest and oldest of four organizations providing home school families access to
standardized achievement tests. The Testing Service began offering the Iowa Tests of
Basic Skills and Tests of Achievement and Proficiency in 1984. In subsequent years
they added other helpful tools including practice materials, a personality inventory, and
diagnostic tests. In 1993, the Stanford Achievement Test series was added as BJU Press
assumed the testing that the Home School Legal Defense Association had been -
- providing for its members. Since that time, a full range of writing evaluations (grades 3- N
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{2) and a career assessment have been added to the growing number of evaluation tools
offered by the Testing Service.

Just as home school families were the impetus behind the start of the Testing
Service, home school families continue to be the largest sector utilizing the service.
However, there are also a number of private schools that have chosen to use the services
provided. Testing is provided for students throughout the United States and Canada, as
well as many foreign countries.

The BJU Press Testing and Evaluation Service sends testing materials to qualified
testers who administer the tests and return them to the Testing Service for scoring. The
results are then returned to the parent. Many parents test primarily for their own
information to verify that their home schooled students are progressing academically at
a normal pace. Other parents use the results to meet a state testing requirement or to
provide documentation when they choose to return their students to a public or private
school setting. :

Data Genreration Procedures
The following steps were followed to produce the data set:

1. Parents contracted with Bob Jones University to be administered the lowa Tests of
Basic Skills or the Tests of Achievement Proficiency (39,607 students in probably
22,000 families).

Bob Jones certified test administrators, many of whom were the students' parents.

BJU sent questionnaires and answer forms to the test administrators.

Tests and questionnaires were returned to BJU. BJU bundled the tests and sent

them to Riverside Publishers for machine scoring. BJU bundled the questionnaires

and sent them to National Computer Systems for scanning. Unlike in previous
studies, the parents did not know their scores ahead of time.

5. Electronic copy of the 23,415 test results and 23,311 questionnaire results were
sent to the author of this report. These sets were merged to provide 20,900 cases
with matching identification numbers. In order to weight by state public school
enrollment, 140 cases with missing state data were dropped. A total of 20,760
students formed the initial dataset used in the study. After we formed the dataset
with 20,760 students, we asked for the remainder of the 39,607 achievement test
scores. We were informed that it would not be possible to disaggregate the
remaining home school students from students in private schools also contracting
testing services. -

Characteristics of Home School Students and Families

Sl

‘ This section provides a description of home school students and their families based on the
20,790 respondents to our questionnaire. The distribution of students by state, gender, age, race,
parent marital status, family size, mother's religion, parent education, family income, television
viewing, money spent on educational materials, and other demographic characteristics are
identified and, where possible, compared to national figures.

State

As shown in Table 2.1, respondents came from each of the fifty states. Several states,
including Ohio, Georgia, and Virginia, have exceptionally high representation given their size.
This is probably due to the fact that these states require testing of home school students. To ﬁ }Z
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reduce the effects of these and other overrepresented states, the data were weighted in all
subsequent analyses by the number of public school students in each state. While we would have
preferred to weight by the number of home schooled students in each state, such data are not
available for all 50 states (Lines, 1998).

Table 2.1
Participating Home
School Students Classified by State

State Freq. 0 fzz::;[ll; State  Freq. ofl;?;;;ll];
AK 61 3% MT 112 .5
AL 181 9 ~ NC 972 4.7
AR 42 2 ND 100 5
AZ 201 1.0 NE 126 .6
CA 815 3.9 NH 176 .8
€O 810 3.9 NJ 324 1.6
CT 54 3 NM 189 9
DC 17 1 NV 53 3
DE 28 1 NY 942 4.5
FL 860 4.1 OH 2484 11.9
GA 1547 7.4 OK 382 1.8
GU 10 0 OR 67 3
HI 112 5 PA 532 2.6
IA 234 1.1 PR 8 .0
ID 28 1 RI 32 2
IL 451 2.2 SC 579 2.8
IN 533 2.6 Sb 27 .1
KS 319 1.5 ™ 322 1.5
KY 163 .8 TX 1126 5.4
LA 551 2.7 UT 35 2
MA 343 1.6 VA 1608 7.7
MD 196 9 VI 2 .0
ME 109 .5 VT 59 3
MI 523 2.5 WA 787 3.8
MN 794 3.8 WI 246 1.2
MO 361 1.7 wv 92 4
MS 25 A wY 40 2

Student Age and Gender

Table 2.2 shows the distribution of the respondents by gender and age. About 50.4% or
10,471 of the respondents were females; 49.6% (10,319) were males. These figures are
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comparable to that of the population of 3 to 34 years old enrolled in school (see U.S. Bureau of
the Census, 1998, Table A-2). Some 51.4% of school enroilees nationally are male. The
pcrcentages are comparable at all age levels.

Table 2.2
Participating Home School Students
Classified by Gender and Age

Age at time of testing (in years)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Females 507 879 1148 1318 1301 1248 1049 936 774 516 264 119
56.1% 51.7% 50.2% 49.2% 52.4% 50.6% 47.2% 50.5% 50.7% 51.0% 49.3% 57.5%
Males 397 820 1141 1360 1181 1216 1174 918 754 495 271 88
43.9% 48.3% 49.8% 50.8% 47.6% 49.4% 52.8% 49.5% 49.3% 49.0% 50.7% 42.5%

Total 904 1699 2289 2678 2482 2464 2223 1854 1528 1011 535 207

Student Grade

Home school student grade placement was identified by their parents, presumably based
on the grade level of the instructional materials. That grade was used by BJU to determine the -
test levels and used in this report as a grouping variable. Tables 2.3 shows the distribution of
respondents and the nation by grade. There is a large difference in the proportions of high school
(grades 9-12) home school students and the nation. Compared to the national data, a relatively
small percentage of home school students are enrolled in high school. Possible reasons for this
lower participation for high school students may be the relative newness of the home school
movement, early graduation from high school, and possibly a desire on the part of some home
school parents to enroll their children in a traditional high school. The distributional differences
for students in grades 1 through 8 are minor.

Table 2.3
Home School Students Classified
by Grade with Percents and National School Percents

Grade
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Home 7.4% 10.6% 14.1% 12.9% 12.6% 11.9% 10.3% 8.8% 5.7% 3.8% 1.6% 0.3%
school (1504) (2153) (2876) (2625) (2564) (2420) (2087) (1801) (1164) (775) (317) (66}
Nation 9.1% 8.8% 89% B87% 86% 87% 87% 84% 9.0% 7.9% 7.1% 6.3%
National data: US Census, 1997b, Table 254.

Student Race

Table 2.4 shows the racial distribution of home school students in 1998 and for the
students enrolled in elementary and secondary public and private schools nationally in 1994. The
distributions are quite different. The vast majority of home schooled children are non-Hispanic
White. The largest minority groups for home school students (not shown in the table) are
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American Indians and Asian students who comprise some 2.4% and 1.2% of the home school
students, respectively.
Table 2.4

Racial Distribution of Home School Students
And the Nation, in Percents

White (not  Black (not Hispanic Other
Hispanic) Hispanic)
Home school 94.0% 0.8% 0.2% 5.0%
Nationwide 67.2% 16.0% 13.0% 3.8%

(National data: USDE, 1996; Indicator 27)

Marital Status

The great majority of home school students are in married couple families. In contrast,
only 72% of the families with at least one child enrolled in school nationwide are in married

couple families (Bruno and Curry, 1997, Table 19).

Table 2.5
Home School Students
Classified by Parents' Marital Status

Marital Status Frequency Percent

Divorced 80 0.7%

Single (never married) 44 0.4
Married 11,335 972

Separated 131 1.1

Widowed 55 0.5

Missing data 16 0.1

11,661 100.0%

Children at Home

Table 2.6 shows the distribution of children in home school families and families with
children under 18 nationwide. On average, home school students are in larger families.
Nationwide, most families with school-age children (79.6%) have only 1 or 2 children with a
mean of about 1.9 children per family. Most home school families (62.1%) have 3 or more

children with a mean of about 3.1 children per family.

¥
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Table 2.6
Home School Families Classified
by Family Size with National Comparison

Home School Families Nationwide

Number of Percent Number of Percent

Children Children
1 8.3% 1 40.8%
2 29.6 2 ' 38.8
3 28.6 3 14.3
4 18.6 4 or more 6.1
5 8.4
6 39

7 or more 26

National Data: US Census, 1997a, Table 77

Mother's Religion

We asked the home school families to identify the religious preference of each student's
mother by selecting from a list of 27 religions. As shown in Table 2.7, the largest percentage of
mothers identified themselves as Independent Fundamental, Baptist, Independent Charismatic,
Roman Catholic, Assembly of God, or Presbyterian. The religious preference of the father was
the same as that of the mother 93.1% of the time.

- Table 2.7
Home School Students
Classified by Mother's Religion

Erequency Percent
Independent Fundamental 5,119 25.1%

Baptist 5,072 24.4
Independent Charismatic 1,681 8.2
Roman Catholic 1,106 54
Assembly of God 838 4.1
Presbytenian 772 3.8
Reformed 685 34
Other Protestant 500 2.5
Pentecostal 459 2.2
Methodist 420 2.1
Lutheran 353 1.7

RY
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Other Chnstian 2,213 10.9
Other 1,572 6.2
Total 20,790 100.6%

Parent Academic Attainment

As shown in Table 2.8, home school parents have more formal education than the general
population. While slightly less than half of the general population attended or graduated from
college, almost 88% of home school students have parents who continued their education after

high school.

Table 2.8
Distribution of Home School Students and Students Nationally
Classified by Parent Academic Attainment

Percent

Didnot  High Some Associate Bachelors Masters Doctorate
finish school  college, degree degree  degree

high  graduate no

school degree

Home

school
fathers 1.2% 9.3% 16.4% 6.9% 37.6% 19.8% 8.8%

Nation
males 18.1 32.0 19.5 6.4 15.6 5.4 3.1

Home

school |
“mothers 0.5 11.3 21.8 97 47.2 8.8 0.7

Nation
females 17.2 342 20.2 1.7 14.8 4.5 i.3

National data: U.S. Census (1996; Table 8)

Family Income

National data on family income are available for 1995. As shown in Table 2.9, home
school families span all income levels. On average, home school families have a higher income
_ level than do families with children nationwide and all families nationwide. The median family
O income level for home school families in 1997 is about $52,000. The median income for families
with children in 1995, nationwide, was about $36,000.

Table 2.9
Distribution of Family Income for Home School Families,
Families with Children Nationwide, and @ '7




